Brooke Lincoln
Box 420242
Haugan, MT  59842

Re:  Lolo National Forest Plan Revision comment

To whom it may concern:

I am the owner of the 50,000 Silver $ in Haugan, Mineral County.  My biggest concern is that the forest be open for recreation, particularly motorized.

As we all know, the timber industry in Mineral County is all but gone.  Over 90% of Mineral County is government owned.  This leaves us little room for industry or commerce other than recreation on our neighbors (the Government).  Given our geographic location and Lookout Pass being the largest entry and exit point on Interstate 90 for the state of Montana, we are well-positioned to capitalize on an outdoor recreation economy.  The Lolo National Forest must recognize and support this,

I support all forms of recreation and believe there is room for us all however, it is my well-informed experience that motorized recreationists bring and spend their money here.  Non-motorized recreationists come, use the forest, and leave with their wallets full.  I encourage you to look at more opportunities for well-managed motorized recreation opportunities.  Seasonal closures need to be lifted and more routes opened in order to keep this use dispersed.  The 50 inch rule should be reevaluated to reflect today’s reality of wider recreational vehicles.

My other concern is catastrophic wildfire.  While there is a lot of effort being given to the WUI, the general forest we are surrounded by continues to deteriorate, becoming more and more of an overgrown tinderbox, again due to the demise of logging.  If the current non-management system persists, we will lose even our next best industry-recreation.  When it is all black, they will go elsewhere.

Sincerely,
Brooke Lincoln
