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Comments: Please accept the attached comment letter. Thanks!

[text pasted in]

March 27, 2024

Submittedto: SM. FS.LF NRevisi on@usda. gov

Re: Lol o National Forest P | an Revi si on P roposed A ction

Dear Lolo National Forest ,

T hank you f or t hi s opport uni ty t o comment on proposed act i on f or t he Lol o Nat i onal F orest pl an

revi si on.

About American W hitewater

A meri can W hit ewat er i s a nat i onal non-prof i t 501(c)(3) ri ver conservat i on organi zat i on f ounded

i n 1954. We have over 7, 000 members and 80 | ocal -based affiliat e cl ubs, represent i ng

approxi mat el y 80, 000 whi t ewat er paddl ers across t he nation. A merican W hitewater'smissionis

t o prot ect and rest ore A meri ca's whi t ewat er ri vers and t o enhance opport unitiesto enjoythem

saf el y. We have ampl e membershi p, vol unt eers, and proj ect -work i n Mont ana and specificallyin

t he Lol o Nat i onal F orest area, and st aff are act i ve members of t he Ri ver Management S oci et y.

F or over a decade we have worked wi t h part ners t o advocat e t hat sect i ons of Mont ana ri vers

become f ederal |y prot ected asa W il d and S ceni c Ri ver, most recent | y and current | y t hrough t he

Mont ana Headwat ers Legacy A ct . | have personal | y | i ved and padd| ed ext ensi vel y i n Mont ana

f or many years, i ncl udi ng on numerous st reams on t he Lol o Nat i onal F orest .

Comments

A merican Whitewaterfiled commentsontheWildandS cenic River Draf t F ramework and

I nvent ory i n 2022 and we are pl eased t o see some el ement s of our i nf ormat i on and i nt erest s



represent ed i n t he proposed action. S pecifictoyourtreatmentof Wildand S cenic Rivers, we

f eel t hat you have done a good j ob of navi gat i ng t he process, and have made some smart and

wel | -i nformed additionstothe eligibl e stream rost er. We off er t hese comment st o hel p hone t he

proposed actioninto a stronger documentthatfillsina coupleomissions.

Strengths

We appreci at e t hat t he F orest does not plant o conductasuitabilityanalysisonWildandS cenic

el i gi bl e st reams duri ng pl anni ng, whi ch i s consi stentwiththe 2012 P | anni ng Rul e and t he

approach t aken by ot her Nat i onal F orest s i nt he regi on and el sewhere.

You general | y di d a good j ob of descri bi ng t he ri vers, and document i ng your success i n

managi ng el i gi bl e ri vers over t he years t o prot ect t hei r val ues so t hat t hey have mai nt ai ned t hei r

eligibility.

T he choi ces you made i n adding el i gi bl e streams t ot he | i st are very good ones. | n our | ast

comment s we provi ded i nf ormationt o supporteligibilityforMonture Creek, Lodgepol e Creek,

and S t rai ght Creek and appreci at e t hat you agree t hese st reams shoul d be el i gi bl e f or a wi de

array of val ues. I tis|ikewi se good t hat you' ve f ound smal | sections of t he B | ackfooteligibleto

alignwiththe B LM findings, Lol o Creek t o recogni ze newf ound hi st ori cal si gni fi cance, t he West

F ork of t he T hompson Ri ver, t he Nort h F ork of F i sh Creek, Rock Creek, and more of Morrel |

Creek f or wel | -document ed val ues.

T hese st reams and process consi derat i ons are very i mport ant t o our organi zat i on and

communi ty, and we appreci at e t he F orest 's work on t hese mat t ers.

RequestsforChanges

?SlightlyexpandtheWildandSceniceligiblelengthofthe North ForkBlackfoot

Ri ver

We woul dliketoreiterate ourrequestthatthe ForestextendtheWildandS ceniceligiblereach

of t he Nort h F ork B | ackf oot downst ream a mil e or so t o t he Cooper-B | ackf oot Rd bri dge t o



encompass t he entire whitewat errunandtoincludethe especiallybeautiful canyoninthis

reach. W hi | e t he ri ver about a mi | e upst ream of t he t rai | head and above (currently eligible)is

general l yinan open val | ey charact eri zed by t al us fi el ds and | ong vi ews, t he | ower sect i on drops

into ahighly scenic canyonthat morethanmeritseligibility. T he eligiblereach currently and

inexplicablyendsinthe middleofthislowercanyon. B ecause of t he di ff i cul t nat ure of hi ki ng out

where t he current el i gi bl e reach ends, recreat i onal paddl i ng use essenti al | y al ways continuesto

t hi s bri dge, and t he whi t ewat er paddl i ng i nt he canyon sectionisexceptional . Allofthe ORV's of

t hi s riverdo not stop att he t rai | head, but rat her cont i nue down t o t he bri dge where t he ri ver

changes charact er. P | ease ext end t he el i gi bl e reach downst ream t o near t he bri dge, based on

t he presence of cont i nuous O RV st hrough t hi s sect i on.

?FindFishCreekeligibleforWildandScenicdesignation

ht t ps: / / www. ameri canwhi t ewat er. org/ cont ent/ Ri ver/ vi ew/ ri ver-det ai | / 986/ mai n

W hi | e we recommended several ri vers f or el i gi bil ity that were not sel ect ed by t he F orest S ervi ce,

we'd liketohighlightFishCreekforareconsiderationofaneligibilityfinding.Thefisheriesand

recreat i onal val ues of F i sh Creek are t rul y exempl ary. T he st ream off ers excel | ent wat er qual ity,

mi | es of f un cl ass I | + paddl i ng, and ampl e col dwat er habi t at f or it s namesake fish. T he F orest

S ervi ce ri ght | y recogni zes t he many val ues of t he headwat ers, and we f eel t hose val ues ext end

continuouslytothe Clark F ork Ri ver. | have paddl ed and snorkel ed F i sh Creek several ti mes

andcanattestthatitis agreatresource on parwiththe B lackfootinterms of recreati onal val ue.

We ask t hat t he F orest t ake anot her hard | ook at F i sh Creek with an eyeto connectivity, fish

habi t at , and recreat i on.

?lntegrateriverpaddlingintotheproposedaction

T he proposed actionisessentiallysilentonriver paddling as a use and val ue of t he F orest,



except f or a passi ng ment i on regardi ng t he B | ackf oot and Lower T hompson. We underst and t hat

ri ver paddl i ng i s not subst ant i al | y di ff erent f rom ot her f orms of di spersed recreat i on | i ke hunti ng,

f i shi ng, backcount ry ski i ng, hi ki ng,

et c and t heref ore i s of t en covered by

more general recreat i onal cat egori es.

We al so recogni ze t hat t he very hi gh

qual ity of ri ver paddlinginMontanais

not al ways represent ed by | arge

amount s of use t hati s obvioustothe

ForestService.IntheWildand

ScenicRiversEligibility Study

however, the activityisimportantto

ment i on as a component of

recreat i onal O RV 's and exi st i ng uses.

T he most i mport ant omi ssi on of

paddl i ng t hat we ask be remedi ed

relatestothe North Fork of t he

B | ackf oot (pi ct ured), whi ch i s one of

t he premi er hi ke-i n whi t ewat er runsin

t he Nort hern Rocki es. We ask t hat

paddl i ng val ues be recogni zedint he

Wildand ScenicRiversEligibility

S tudy. A s we share i n our pri or

comment st hi s ri ver off ers mi | es of

sparkl i ng bl ui sh wat er f | owi ng t hrough



Classllland|Vrapidsinaremoteandscenicvalley.ltisatrueclassic.lnaddition, we askthat

t he padd! i ng val ues of t he | arge and sceni ¢ Cl ark F ork Ri ver, t he popul ar canoe trail ont he

S ee: https://www. ameri canwhi t ewat er. org/ cont ent / Ri ver/ vi ew/ ri ver-det ai | / 1001/ mai n

S ee: https://www. ameri canwhi t ewat er. org/ cont ent / Ri ver/ vi ew/ ri ver-det ai | / 986/ mai n

Cl earwat er Ri ver, t he hi ke-up from t own Rat t | esnake Creek , t he perf ect | earni ng envi ronment of

t he Dal | es of Rock Creek, and t he hi gh-advent ure and wi | dl y sceni ¢ Mont ure Creek be

recogni zed. P addl i ng i s one of t he mai n ways t hat peopl e connect wi t h t hese and ot her ri vers on

t he Forest, and we ask t hat t he F orest recogni ze t hat connect i on t hrough at | east ment i oni ng t he

acti vity as a component of t he O RV 's and exi st i ng uses.

Thank you f or consi deri ng t hese comment s, and t he i nt erest s of t he paddl i ng communityinwild

f ree-flowing rivers and streams.

Sincerel v,

K evin R. Col burn

Nat ional Stewardship Di rect or

S ee: https://www. ameri canwhi t ewat er. org/ cont ent / Ri ver/ vi ew/ ri ver-det ai | / 10236/ mai n

S ee: https://www. ameri canwhi t ewat er. org/ cont ent / Ri ver/ vi ew/ ri ver-det ai | / 11197/ mai n



