Best Science shows Logging to Reduce Fuels

is not only Ineffective at Reducing Fire Intensity and

Rate of Spread, but sometimes Exacerbates Fire

Behavior.  Since Fuels Reduction is the USFS’s

Favorite Excuse to Log Healthy Public Land its

Employees are Taught to Ignore the Truth about
Logging and Fuels.

You will all be laughing as you read the next few pages.  You cannot argue with what the experts say.  You know high-level USFS leaders knew about this science before they declared removing merchantable-sized fuels was an effective way to address wildfire.  This became agency policy.  You will not defy agency policy.
The USFS offers no science to support its claim that commercially logging large (merchantable sized) trees will effectively mitigate potential negative wildfire impacts.  Below, I present you with quotes from and links to literature authored by scientists not affiliated with the USFS that shows fires do not slow down when they burn into an area that has been commercially logged.

After reading this information people not obsessed by the need to generate volume to please their supervisors would agree with me.  It’s so sad that some USFS employees are afraid to think for themselves.
Especially relevant sections of the quotes below are highlighted in red.

---------------------
Open Letter to President Biden and Members of Congress from Scientists: It is essential to Remove Climate-Harming Logging and Fossil Fuel Provisions from Reconciliation and Infrastructure Bills, November 4, 2021

Signed by 186 Ph.D. scientists
https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ScientistLetterOpposingLoggingProvisionsInBBB_BIF4Nov21.pdf
Excerpt:

“In both bills, logging provisions are promoted as wildfire management and climate solutions measures, but commercial logging conducted under the guise of “thinning” and “fuel reduction” typically removes mature, fire-resistant trees that are needed for forest resilience. We have watched as one large wildfire after another has swept through tens of thousands of acres where commercial thinning had previously occurred due to extreme fire weather driven by climate change. Removing trees can alter a forest’s microclimate, and can often increase fire intensity.10 In contrast, forests protected from logging, and those with high carbon biomass and carbon storage, more often burn at equal or lower intensities when fires do occur. (pg 2)
---------------------
A USFS scientist comments on logging and fire behavior

By Tom Kuglin, writing about Dr. Mark Finney’s research

Mark Finney, Ph.D., a research forester with the U.S. Forest Service Fire Lab in Missoula.

Published in the Helena Independent Record newspaper, June 17, 2015

http://helenair.com/news/local/researcher-finds-need-for-more-prescribed-burning/article_4a58c3c3-a7bb-5905-a505-4567e8107600.html
Excerpt:

“Finney presented his research on fire behavior in landscapes of varying levels of logging and prescribed burning at last week’s “Fire on the Landscape” lecture series in Helena. While logging or thinning is often touted as a means to mitigate fire, he has found it does little to stop a wildfire.”

“There’s a confusion that if you do timber management you’re doing fuel management -- you’re not,” Finney said. “We’re not going to cut our way out of the problem, but there are ways to do this strategically, get the benefits and have a sustainable fire management approach.”

“Finney found that fire “ripped through logged areas,” and only units where prescribed fire was introduced showed effectiveness in stopping or mitigating wildfire spread.”

---------------------
Getting Burned by Logging
By Chad Hanson, Ph.D.

Published in SFGATE, June 19, 2001
https://www.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/getting-burned-by-logging-2909093.php
Excerpt:

" However, as U.S. Forest Service chief fire specialist Denny Truesdale said in a recent interview, the woody materials that need to be reduced are shrubs, twigs, and saplings less than 3 inches in diameter -- not mature trees.”
“Unfortunately, there is a cognitive disconnect between the Forest Service's scientists and its timber sale planners, whose budgets are dependent upon selling valuable mature timber.
The result of this bureaucratic schizophrenia is that hundreds of large thinning timber sales are being executed right now on Western national forests under the guise of "fire risk reduction." Nearly all focus primarily on the removal of mature and old-growth trees between 10 and 30 inches in diameter, resulting in 300,000 acres of deforestation annually.

Ironically, this very type of logging, experts inform us, is likely to increase, not decrease, the frequency and severity of wildland fires.
In the Forest Service's own National Fire Plan, agency scientists warned against the use of commercial logging to address fire management. The report found that "the removal of large, merchantable trees from forests does not reduce fire risk and may, in fact, increase such risk.

Commercial thinning operations leave behind dry twigs and limbs, cause rapid growth of flammable shrubs and weeds, and reduce forest canopy closure, creating hotter, drier conditions on the ground.”
---------------------
The Forest Service Not Only Loses Money Logging, It Makes Fires Worse
By Mike Garrity

Published online by CounterPunch, September 25, 2020
https://www.counterpunch.org/2020/09/25/the-forest-service-not-only-loses-money-logging-it-makes-fires-worse/
Excerpt:

“For 30 years economists have been also telling the public and reporters that the Forest Service loses money logging our national forests and that it is nothing more than welfare for the timber industry.”
Not only does national forest commercial logging lose money, it increases the threat of big wildfires.  Dr. Higuera noted: “However, research studies have shown logged areas and young forest plantation projects have little beneficial effect on wildfire spread and can actually aggravate fire growth in some cases.”

In the largest wildfire analysis ever done, in 2016 scientists found that forests with the most logging and the fewest environmental protections actually had the highest levels of fire intensity. Why? Because logging opens up the forest allowing more sunlight and wind which dries out forests and makes them more flammable.”

---------------------
Logging in disguise: How forest thinning is making wildfires worse

By Chad Hanson, Ph.D.
Published by Grist Magazine, Aug 24, 2021

https://grist.org/fix/forest-thinning-logging-makes-wildfires-worse/
Excerpt:

“Fire has always been a concern for communities like Greenville in the northern Sierra Nevada mountains. And, for decades, the U.S. Forest Service and the timber industry told the townspeople that logging tens of thousands of acres — under the guise of “thinning” — would create “fuel breaks” to slow or even stop wildfires and prevent flames from reaching Main Street.”

“Last week, the Caldor Fire swept through a large area that had been recently logged in Eldorado National Forest in the central Sierra Nevada, under the rubric of commercial thinning. It destroyed the town of Grizzly Flats.

The forests with the most logging, of both live and dead trees, typically burn in the hottest fires, especially when extreme fire weather interacts with heavily logged landscapes.”
“As we noted in a letter to Congress, signed by 200 other scientists, “Reduced forest protections and increased logging tend to make wildland fires burn more intensely …” 

---------------------
More Logging Won’t Stop Wildfires
By Dr. Chad Hanson and Dr. Dominick DellaSala

Published in the New York Times on July 23, 2015
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/23/opinion/more-logging-wont-stop-wildfires.html?_r=0
Excerpt:

“In the case of the Rim Fire, our research found that protected forest areas with no history of logging burned least intensely. There was a similar pattern in other large fires in recent years. Logging removes the mature, thick-barked, fire-resistant trees. The small trees planted in their place and the debris left behind by loggers act as kindling; in effect, the logged areas become combustible tree plantations that are poor wildlife habitat.”
---------------------
A Burning Issue: Helping Loggers, Hurting Forests
By Dr. Chad Hanson

Published on Monday, July 15, 2002 in the Los Angeles Times
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2002-jul-15-oe-hanson15-story.html
Excerpts:

“Scores of scientists and the federal government's own national fire plan have concluded that the removal of mature trees from forests increases the severity of forest fires. Why then would the Bush administration use the threat of fires to try to increase logging of mature and old-growth trees in our national forests? 

That is clearly the administration's intention, as outlined in two recent memos on revising the Northwest Forest Plan and the "Sierra Nevada Framework" plan to allow logging companies increased access to ancient forests on public lands. The move is being led by Mark Rey, a former timber industry lobbyist and a President Bush appointee who oversees the Forest Service.”

“Thus, the use of commercial logging for fire hazard reduction poses yet another paradox: Logging removes the trees that normally survive fires, leaves behind the trees that are most often killed by fire, increases flammable fuel loads, and worsens fire weather conditions.” (pg. 5)

---------------------
Fire hazard from precommercial thinning of ponderosa pine. 
USFS Research Paper (PNW-RP-057)

By: G.R. Fahnestock, 1968
https://www.frames.gov/rcs/11000/11147.html
Excerpt:

"It appears significant that many large fires in the western United States have burned almost exclusively in slash. Some of these fires have stopped when they reached uncut timber; none has come to attention that started in green timber and stopped when it reached a slash area."
---------------------
Fight Fire With Logging?
By Dan Okoand Ilan Kayatsky
Published by Mother Jones magazine, Wed Jul. 31, 2002

http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2002/08/fight-fire-logging 

Excerpts:

“Still, forestry experts warned in the 2000 plan that logging should be used carefully and rarely; in fact, the original draft states plainly that the "removal of large merchantable trees from forests does not reduce fire risk and may, in fact, increase such risk." 

Now, critics charge that the Bush administration is ignoring that warning. Neil Lawrence, a policy analyst with the Natural Resource Defense Council, claims that Washington has taken a far more aggressive approach to incorporating commercial logging in its wildfire prevention plans. As a result, Lawrence and other critics say, the National Fire Plan is becoming a feeding ground for logging companies. Moreover, critics claim the administration's strategy, far from protecting the lives and homes of those most at risk, could actually increase the likelihood of wildfires. 

"The plan consists mostly of complaining about forest fires and ginning up more money for logging," Lawrence says.” 

---------------------
Dead trees aren't a wildfire threat, but overlogging them will ruin our forest ecosystems

By Chad Hanson, Ph.D., research ecologist

Published in the LA Times, June 27, 2016

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-hanson-dead-trees-fires-vilsack-20160627-snap-story.html
Excerpts:

“Trees larger than just a few inches in diameter are not consumed in fires — only the outer bark layer and the needles actually burn up — so the great majority of the dead trees in the forest do not significantly influence fire behavior, even if they are dry.  Besides, once trees die, the combustible oils in the needles quickly begin to dissipate and the needles fall, making it more — not less — difficult for flames to spread through the forest canopy.”

“On June 22, 2016 Secretary Vilsack argued that large-scale “tree die-offs” put “property and lives at risk,” and urged Congress to act.  Specifically, he recommended passage of a bill backed by the timber industry that would fund a large expansion of the federal wildland fire suppression program, and increase commercial logging on federal public lands — all in the name of removing supposedly dangerous dead trees.”

“When trees die naturally due to drought, native beetles or fire, the snags and downed logs contribute to forest rejuvenation and become microhabitats for wildlife.  Birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles and fish all use snags and logs for food, nesting or shelter.  The logging Vilsack wants to encourage, on the other hand, will leave behind only stumps, which produce none of these benefits.  In the long term, then, the proposed legislation will degrade our forests and, in a cruel twist, lead to even more tree deaths.

Ignorance and shameless economic opportunism will destroy our forest ecosystems if we are not careful.”

---------------------
Researcher Finds Need for more Prescribed Burning

By Tom Kuglin

Published in the Helena Independent Record newspaper, June 17, 2015

http://helenair.com/news/local/researcher-finds-need-for-more-prescribed-burning/article_4a58c3c3-a7bb-5905-a505-4567e8107600.html
Excerpts:

“Finney presented his research on fire behavior in landscapes of varying levels of logging and prescribed burning at last week’s “Fire on the Landscape” lecture series in Helena. While logging or thinning is often touted as a means to mitigate fire, he has found it does little to stop a wildfire.”

“There’s a confusion that if you do timber management you’re doing fuel management -- you’re not,” Finney said. “We’re not going to cut our way out of the problem, but there are ways to do this strategically, get the benefits and have a sustainable fire management approach.”
 “Finney found that fire “ripped through logged areas,” and only units where prescribed fire was introduced showed effectiveness in stopping or mitigating wildfire spread.”

---------------------
Timber Industry Fails to Convince Judges that Logging Levels Linked to Wildfires

Published by a New Century of Forest Planning, September 29, 2015

http//forestpolicypub.com/2015/09/29/timber-industry-fails-to-convince-judges-that-logging-levels-linked-to-wildfires/
Excerpts:

“In a decision dismissing three lawsuits intended to compel more federal land logging in western Oregon, DC federal district court judge Richard Leon found that the timber industry failed to show that less logging means more wildfires (see page 7’s footnote).”

Judge Leon’s ruling likely ends a two-decades long legal skirmish by the timber industry to compel federal agencies to increase logging levels from Northwest Forest Plan lands. The campaign has been led by the Portland-based American Forest Resource Council. For 20 years AFRC chose primarily the courts as its strategy to increase logging. Today’s decision suggests that AFRC may change its focus from the courts to Congress

---------------------
Commercial Logging Doesn't Prevent Catastrophic Fires, It          Causes Them

By Chad Hanson Ph.D,
Published by the New York Times, May 19, 2000
Excerpts:
“For those who want more commercial logging of America's national forests, the Los Alamos tragedy plays into a stance that is already well rehearsed: that more logging can "reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires." It is an argument that doesn't hold up.”

“The Forest Service typically keeps about 90 percent of the revenue from these timber sales.  The money has helped finance both the agency's budget and its preparations for more commercial logging.  Meanwhile, the logging industry gets rich on cheap timber, and pro-timber members of Congress receive millions in campaign contributions as an incentive to keep this system going.  Taxpayers take an enormous loss.”
The truth is that timber sales are causing catastrophic wildfires on national forests, not alleviating them.  The Sierra Nevada Ecosystem Project Report, issued in 1996 by the federal government, found that "timber harvest, through its effects on forest structure, local microclimate and fuel accumulation, has increased fire severity more than any other recent human activity." The reason goes back to the same conflict that the G.A.O. found: loggers want the big trees, not the little ones that act as fuel in forest fires.”
---------------------
Historical and current forest landscapes in eastern Oregon and Washington. Part II: Linking vegetation characteristics to potential fire behavior and related smoke production
By: Mark H. Huff; Roger D. Ottmar; Ernesto Alvarado; Robert E. Vihnanek; John F. Lehmkuhl; Paul F. Hessburg; Richard L. Everett, 1995
https://www.frames.gov/rcs/6000/6691.html
Excerpts:

"As a by-product of clearcutting, thinning, and other tree-removal activities, activity fuels create both short- and long-term fire hazards to ecosystems. The potential rate of spread and intensity of fires associated with recently cut logging residues is high, especially the first year or two as the material decays. High fire-behavior hazards associated with the residues can extend, however, for many years depending on the tree. Even though these hazards diminish, their influence on fire behavior can linger for up to 30 years in the dry forest ecosystems of eastern Washington and Oregon."
"Logged areas generally showed a strong association with increased rate of spread and flame length, thereby suggesting that tree harvesting could affect the potential fire behavior within landscapes…In general, rate of spread and flame length were positively correlated with the proportion of area logged in the sample watersheds."
---------------------
AGAIN – Past Logging Makes a fire worse
Posted on September 10, 2020 by CA Chaparral Institute
https://californiachaparralblog.wordpress.com/2020/09/10/again-past-logging-makes-a-fire-worse/
Excerpt:

“The Bear Fire area has been heavily logged over the past couple of decades – clearcuts, commercial thinning, “salvage” logging of snags, spreading flammable, invasive weeds, mostly on private lands but also quite a bit on national forest land too.
The consequence?

The Bear Fire dramatically expanded Wednesday (9/9) when it got to the massive area of heavy logging shown below. Importantly, these clearcut areas are similar to the types of “fuel reduction” projects Cal Fire and the US Forest Service continually claim will allow them to control a fire and protect communities. Time and time again, when it matters most, they don’t – please see map of Vegetation Management Projects/Fires in California at the end of this post.”

---------------------
The Case Against Commercial Logging in Wildfire-Prone Forests

By Chad Hanson Ph.D. and Michael Dorsey Ph.D.
Dr. Hanson is a research ecologist with the John Muir Project, a subsidiary of Earth Island Institute. Dr. Dorsey is the director and chair of the Rob and Melani Walton Sustainability Solutions Service at Arizona State University.

Published by the New York Times, July 30, 2022

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/30/opinion/california-wildfires-oak-fire-yosemite-sequoias.html
Excerpt:

“When the Oak fire swept through more than 10,000 acres southwest of Yosemite National Park last weekend, it burned through forests where widespread logging, including commercial thinning, accelerated in recent decades. Much of the forest canopy had been removed, exposing the remaining vegetation to more direct sunlight and creating hotter, drier and windier conditions that favor the spread of flames.”
“The truth is that logging activities tend to increase, not decrease, extreme fires, by reducing the windbreak effect that denser forests have, for example, and by bringing in highly combustible invasive grasses that are spread by logging machinery.”
---------------------
Despite what the logging industry says, cutting down trees isn’t stopping catastrophic wildfires

By Tony Schick (Oregon Public Broadcasting) and Jes Burns (OPB)
This article was produced in partnership with Oregon Public Broadcasting and The Oregonian/OregonLive,, October 31, 2020
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/10/31/logging-wildfire-forest-management/
Excerpt:

“In the decades since government restrictions reduced logging on federal lands, the timber industry has promoted the idea that private lands are less prone to wildfires, saying that forests thick with trees fuel bigger, more destructive blazes. An analysis by OPB and ProPublica shows last month’s fires burned as intensely on private forests with large-scale logging operations as they did, on average, on federal lands that cut fewer trees.
In fact, private lands that were clear-cut in the past five years, with thousands of trees removed at once, burned slightly hotter than federal lands, on average. On public lands, areas that were logged within the past five years burned with the same intensity as those that hadn’t been cut, according to the analysis.
“The belief people have is that somehow or another we can thin our way to low-intensity fire that will be easy to suppress, easy to contain, easy to control. Nothing could be further from the truth,” said Jack Cohen, a retired U.S. Forest Service scientist who pioneered research on how homes catch fire.

---------------------
Forest ‘thinning,’ aka logging, is not going to save us from wildfires

By Ric Bailey
Ric Bailey is a former U.S. Forest Service wildland firefighter living in Winthrop who has, since 2014, twice been ordered to evacuate his home due to approaching wildfires.
Published by the Seattle Times, June 15, 2023
Excerpt:

“According to several studies, wildfires burn far more severely and expansively in logged forests than in natural forests. Research by many fire ecologists has found the billions of dollars that’s been poured into misguided fuels reduction haven’t changed a thing: Fires are still raging, and they’re just as bad or worse in areas where fuels-reduction projects were implemented.”
---------------------
Five myths about wildfires

By Diego Arguedas Ortiz
Broadcast by BBC, June 11, 2023
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20181113-five-myths-about-wildfires
Excerpt:

“Myth #1: Regularly logging forests prevents forest fires
A common assumption is that logging, or removing some trees, would prevent fires. In fact, many forest experts say that logging is ineffective.
There is plenty of science backing these claims. For instance, a recent study showed that burn severity tended to be higher in areas with higher levels of management.”
---------------------
The Relative Importance of Fuels and Weather on Fire Behavior in Subalpine Forests

By W. C. Bessie Ph.D. and ​E. A. Johnson Ph.D.
Published in Ecology, Vol. 76, No. 3 (Apr., 1995) pp. 747-762
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.2307/1939341
Excerpts:

“Abstract

Fire intensity was correlated to annual area burned; large area burned years had higher fire intensity predictions than smaller area burned years.  The reason for this difference was attributed directly to the weather variable frequency distribution, which was shifted towards more extreme values in years in which large areas burned.  During extreme weather conditions, the relative importance of fuels diminishes since all stands achieve the threshold required to permit crown fire development.  This is important since most of the area burned in subalpine forests has historically occurred during very extreme weather (i.e., drought coupled to high winds).  The fire behavior relationships predicted in the models support the concept that forest fire behavior is determined primarily by weather variation among years rather than fuel variation associated with stand age.”

---------------------
REVISED SIERRA NEVADA FRAMEWORK THREATENS FORESTS AND WILDLIFE

Published by Forests Forever, February 20, 2004

https://www.forestsforever.org/campaigns/e-alerts/Framework2.20.04.html
Excerpt:

"Timber harvest, through its effects on forest structure, local microclimate, and fuels accumulation, has increased fire severity more than any other recent human activity."

---------------------
Commercial Logging for Wildfire Prevention: Facts Vs Fantasies
By Dr. Timothy Ingalsbee
http://www.fire-ecology.org/citizen/logging_and_wildfires.htm 

Excerpt:

"Timber harvest, through its effects on forest structure, local microclimate, and fuels accumulation, has increased fire severity more than any other recent human activity."

---------------------
Study challenges views about Western forest fires
By Scott Sonner AP

Published in the Daily World, July 23, 2012

http://www.thedailyworld.com/sections/newswire/northwest/study-challenges-views-about-western-forest-fires.html
Excerpts:

“Researchers at the University of Wyoming studied historical fire patterns across millions of acres of dry Western forests.  Their findings challenge the current operating protocol of the U.S. Forest Service and other agencies that today’s fires are burning hotter and more frequently than in the past.

“It means we need to rethink our management of Western dry forests,” said Baker, a member of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service working group that is developing plans to help bolster northern spotted owl populations in dry forests.

Now, he believes thinning and post-fire salvage operations should be re-examined and emphasis placed on maintaining high-density stands in certain circumstances that would not threaten people or homes.

“We shouldn’t be managing just for low-density forests,” he said. “We should not be unhappy with — or perhaps even manage for — higher severity fires in the forests.”

---------------------
Guest commentary: Logging, forest thinning are not solutions to stopping wildfires
By JOHN FIELDER and CHAD HANSON Ph.D.
Published by the Denver Post, January 11, 2022
https://www.denverpost.com/2022/01/11/marshall-fire-logging-forest-thinning-wildfire-opinion/
Excerpt:

“The Marshall fire swept through grasslands, not forests, which are miles from the fire’s location. The fire’s spread had everything to do with severe weather conditions, and climate change, not overgrown vegetation or lack of forest management. In fact, the only effective way to protect communities from wildfire is to support “home hardening”—making homes fire-safe with simple things like ember-proof exterior vents—and defensible space pruning of vegetation within 100 feet around homes. Vegetation management beyond 100 feet provides no additional benefit. This community-focused approach is highly successful, often saving over 99% of homes.”
---------------------
Gridlock on the National Forests

Testimony of Nathaniel Lawrence NRDC senior attorney before the U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health (Committee on Resources) December 4, 2001.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-107hhrg76448/html/CHRG-107hhrg76448.htm
Excerpt:

“I will turn first to forest thinning aimed at reducing fire risks.  There is surprisingly little scientific information about how thinning actually affects overall fire risk in national forests.”

“How can it be that thinning could increase fire risks?  First, thinning lets in sunlight and wind, both of which dry out the forest interior and increase flammability.  Second, the most flammable material - brush, limbs, twigs, needles, and saplings - is difficult to remove and often left behind.  Third, opening up forests promotes brushy, flammable undergrowth.  Fourth, logging equipment compacts soil so that water runs off instead of filtering in to keep soils moist and trees healthy.  Fifth, thinning introduces diseases and pests, wounds the trees left behind, and generally disrupts natural processes, including some that regulate forest health, all the more so if road construction is involved.”

---------------------
Logging Companies are Responsible for the California Wildfires

By Brian Leitner
Published by the Democratic Underground, October 30, 2003.

http://www.democraticunderground.com/articles/03/10/30_logging.html
Excerpt:

“Those who would argue that this form of logging has any positive effects on an ecosystem are clearly misinformed.  This type of logging has side effects related to wildfires, first and foremost being that the lumber companies aren't interested in hauling out all the smaller trees, branches, leaves, pine needles, sawdust, and other debris generated by cutting all these trees.  All this debris is left on site, quickly dries out, and is far more flammable sitting dead on the ground than it was living in the trees.  Smaller, non-commercially viable trees are left behind (dead) as well - creating even more highly flammable fuel on the ground.

---------------------
More Large Forest Fires Linked To Climate Change

By Brian Leitner
Published by Democratic Underground, October 30, 2003
https://www.democraticunderground.com/articles/03/10/30_logging.html
Excerpt:
“Thinning, heralded as the "compromise" by pro-industry mouthpieces, is not really any better. What the logging industry refers to as "thinning" means, essentially, taking the largest, healthiest, and most fire-resistant trees they can find and leaving the smaller, more flammable trees behind. Many species of trees in our remaining old-growth forests have developed very thick bark that protects them from fire, the older and larger the tree, the more fire-resistant it is. The younger trees catch fire much more easily and act as "ladders," helping the fire reach the canopy of the forest. Yet commercial "thinning" takes the larger trees, and leaves the small trees. Obviously the lumber industry has little use for small trees, so this argument is fundamentally flawed.”
---------------------
The following quotes are taken from literature authored by Dr. Jack Cohen … a retired USFS fire physicist.

-------------------------------
Community destruction during extreme wildfires is a home ignition problem

By Jack Cohen and Dave Strohmaier
Jack Cohen, Ph.D, retired US Forest Service Research fire scientist determined how structures ignite during extreme wildfires, created the home ignition zone concept, and co-developed NFPA Firewise USA.

Dave Strohmaier is Missoula County Commissioner. He previously worked for both the Bureau of Land Management and US Forest Service in fire management, and has published two books on the subject of wildfire in the West.
Published online by Wildfire Today, September 21, 2020

https://wildfiretoday.com/2020/09/21/community-destruction-during-extreme-wildfires-is-a-home-ignition-problem/#:~:text=Surprisingly%2C%20research%20has%20shown%20that,feet%20principally%20determine%20home%20ignitions.
Excerpt:
“Surprisingly, research has shown that home ignitions during extreme wildfires result from conditions local to a home. A home’s ignition vulnerabilities in relation to nearby burning materials within 100 feet principally determine home ignitions.”
“There are good reasons to do “fuel treatments” for ecological and commercial objectives. But the greatest fuel treatment effect on wildfire behavior is within the fuel treatment area; fuel treatments do not stop extreme wildfires. So let’s call a spade a spade and not pretend that many, or even most fuel treatment projects actually reduce home ignition potential during extreme wildfires. Because local conditions determine home ignitions, the most effective “fuel treatment” addressing community wildfire risk reduces home ignition potential within HIZs and the community. Wildfires, exacerbated by climate change, will occur. Community destruction during extreme wildfires will continue as long as wildfire suppression remains the primary approach for community protection. Conducting the same ineffective strategy and tactics expecting different results will continue to be a recipe for disaster when it comes to protecting homes from extreme wildfire.”
““To make this shift, land managers, elected officials, and members of the public must question some of our most deeply ingrained assumptions regarding fire. For the sake of fiscal responsibility, scientific integrity, and effective outcomes, it’s high time we abandon the tired and disingenuous policies of our century-old all-out war on wildfire and fuel treatments conducted under the guise of protecting communities. Instead, let’s focus on mitigating WU fire risk where ignitions are determined – within the home ignition zone.”
-------------------
A More Effective Approach for Preventing Wildland-Urban Fire Disasters 
By Jack Cohen, Ph.D.; Research Physical Scientist; US Forest Service, retired
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61ef51b68cfef85e3fed8d43/t/6340520e899c747a294725bf/1665159696338/Dr.+Jack+Cohen+Wildland+Urban+Fire+Primer+for+Elemental+Viewers.pdf
Excerpt:
“Extensive experiments and research (Cohen 2004) has quantified “local ignition conditions” to be an area of a home and its immediate surroundings within 100 feet (30 meters). This area is called the home ignition zone (HIZ; Cohen 2010; NFPA 2018). The relatively small area of the HIZ principally determines home ignitions during extreme wildfires and defines WU fire destruction as a home ignition problem that can be prevented by readily addressing home ignition vulnerabilities within the HIZ without necessarily controlling wildfires through suppression or vegetation management.”
-------------------
Reducing the Wildland Fire Threat to Homes: Where and How Much?
By Dr. Jack Cohen

Presented as the Fire Economics Symposium in San Diego, California on April 12, 1999.

USDA Forest Service Gen.Tech.Rep. PSW-GTR-173

http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs_other/rmrs_1999_cohen_j001.pdf 

Excerpt:

“As stated, the evidence indicates that home ignitions depend on the home materials and design and only those flammables within a few tens of meters of the home (home ignitability).  The wildland fuel characteristics beyond the home site have little if any significance to WUI home fire losses.” (Pg. 193)

“Extensive wildland vegetation management does not effectively change home ignitability.” (Pg. 193)

“Home ignitability also dictates that effective mitigating actions focus on the home and its immediate surroundings rather than on extensive wildland fuel management.” (Pg. 193)

-------------------
Built to Burn

By Dr. Jack Cohen

Presented at a fire conference in front of people from the Forest Service and state fire agencies, 1999
https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/built-to-burn/
Excerpt:

“Cohen thought he had come up with a way to save houses and to let fires burn naturally — he thought it was a win-win. And so in 1999, he presented a paper about his findings at a fire conference in front of people from the Forest Service and state fire agencies. These were people who were in a position to change policies. But Cohen says they were totally uninterested. Cohen’s research implied that basically everything about how the Forest Service dealt with wildfires was wrong.
The 10 AM rule had left us with a huge fire fighting infrastructure, so the Forest Service was spending hundreds of millions of dollars on planes and fire crews, and was approving massive logging projects on the grounds that thinning out the forest would help reduce the intensity of wildfires and save homes. Cohen was saying: actually, it would be way more effective if you just encouraged homeowners to maintain and retrofit their properties.”
-------------------
Objectives and considerations for wildland fuel treatment in forested ecosystems of the interior western United States (page 10)
By: Dr. Jack Cohen et al (a retired USFS fire physicist)

Published in Forest Ecology and Management, issue 256, 2008

https://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs_other/rmrs_2008_reinhardt_e001.pdf
Excerpt:

“Treating fuels to reduce fire occurrence, fire size, or amount of burned area is ultimately both futile and counter-productive.” (Pg.1999)

“Some viable fuel treatments may actually result in an increased rate of spread under many conditions (Lertzman et al., 1998; Agee et al., 2000).  For example, thinning to reduce crown fire potential can result in surface litter becoming drier and more exposed to wind.  It can also result in increased growth of grasses and understory shrubs which can foster a rapidly moving surface fire.” (Pg. 2000)
The 2014 High Country News article at the link below describes the effectiveness of Dr. Cohen’s fine fuels removal methods:  http://www.hcn.org/articles/the-loss-of-homes-to-wildfire-is-as-much-a-sociopolitical-problem-as-it-is-a-physical
---------------------
Lots of smoke and mirrors about fires and their causes

By George Wuerthner

George Wuerthner has published 36 books including Wildfire: A Century of Failed Forest Policy.  He serves on the board of the Western Watersheds Project.
Published by Columbus Free Press, September 28, 2020

https://columbusfreepress.com/article/lots-smoke-and-mirrors-about-fires-and-their-causes
Excerpt:

“One recent study reviewed 1,500 fires around the West and found the highest severity blazes occurred in areas with “active forest management” while protected landscapes like wilderness areas where presumably, fuels were higher, burned less intensely.
“We cannot preclude large fires through forest management; however, we can reduce the impacts on humans. A shift from logging the forest miles from towns to an emphasis on reducing the flammability of houses, planning evacuation routes, burying power lines, zoning to reduce sprawl, and other measures can enhance the safety of our communities.”
---------------------
The Forest Service Not Only Loses Money Logging, It Makes Fires Worse
Quotes by Dr.Philip Higuera, associate professor of fire ecology, University of Montana

Published by Counterpunch, September 25, 2020

https://www.counterpunch.org/2020/09/25/the-forest-service-not-only-loses-money-logging-it-makes-fires-worse/
Excerpt:

“Not only does national forest commercial logging lose money, it increases the threat of big wildfires. Dr. Higuera noted: “However, research studies have shown logged areas and young forest plantation projects have little beneficial effect on wildfire spread and can actually aggravate fire growth in some cases.”

In the largest wildfire analysis ever done, in 2016 scientists found that forests with the most logging and the fewest environmental protections actually had the highest levels of fire intensity.  Why?  Because logging opens up the forest allowing more sunlight and wind which dries out forests and makes them more flammable.”
---------------------
Open Letter to Decision Makers Concerning Wildfires in the West

Signed by more than 200 preeminent scientists
Published by The GEOS Institute, August 27, 2018
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/public_lands/forests/pdfs/scientist-letter-wildfire-signers-2018-08-27.pdf
Excerpt:

“Thinning is most often proposed to reduce fire risk and lower fire intensity…However, as the climate changes, most of our fires will occur during extreme fire-weather (high winds and temperatures, low humidity, low vegetation moisture). These fires, like the ones burning in the West this summer, will affect large landscapes, regardless of thinning, and, in some cases, burn hundreds or thousands of acres in just a few days.” (pg 2)

“Thinning large trees, including overstory trees in a stand, can increase the rate of fire spread by opening up the forest to increased wind velocity, damage soils, introduce invasive species that increase flammable understory vegetation, and impact wildlife habitat.” (pg 2)

---------------------
Why homes are lost to wildfire
By Melissa Mylchreest
Published by High Country News, April 4, 2014

https://www.hcn.org/articles/the-loss-of-homes-to-wildfire-is-as-much-a-sociopolitical-problem-as-it-is-a-physical
Excerpt:

“HCN contributor Melissa Mylchreest recently spoke with Cohen.

Jack Cohen: Our general perception that a fire comes rolling down a hillside and takes out a neighborhood, like a tsunami or a lava flow, just doesn't fit the physics of the problem. What I've found is that during these big crown fires, the flames pass by quickly, so thehttps://www.hcn.org/articles/the-loss-of-homes-to-wildfire-is-as-much-a-sociopolitical-problem-as-it-is-a-physical radiant heat doesn’t linger in one place very long. That makes them incapable of igniting a structure beyond 100 feet. If we look at all the destruction during wildfires, the principle igniters directly on the house and the immediate surroundings are firebrands, which means that the wildfire may be half a mile away, and we still have neighborhoods burning down. The most recent one with high destruction was the Waldo Canyon Fire in Colorado Springs, where 300-plus houses burned. Most of them were in suburban neighborhoods, not surrounded by trees. And nothing else was burning other than the houses. And that's really common. Which means if we don't take home ignition into account, we're not going to solve anything.”

---------------------
Incentives, Not Fuels, Are the Problem
By Randal O'Toole
Published by the Thoreau Institute
http://www.ti.org/fireshort.html
Excerpt:

“While top officials blame recent fires on fuels, all the on-the-ground reports I've read focus on the weather.”
---------------------
Reforming the Fire Service: An Analysis of Federal Fire Budgets and Incentives

By Randal O’Toole

Published by the Thoreau Institute, 2002

www.ti.org/firesvc.pdf
Excerpt:

“This paper will show that built-up fuels are not the main reason, or even a major reason, for recent severe fires or high fire suppression costs.  The weather is the prime reason for widespread fires this year as well as in 2000, 1999, and other recent years.  But the major reason for increased costs is institutional: The federal land agencies, and especially the Forest Service, have a blank check to put out fires and thus have no reason to control their costs.  If fuels are not the problem, then it isn’t necessary to spend $400 million a year treating them.”
---------------------
U.S. Forest Service has money to burn
By Randal O’Toole

Published in Orange County Register, October 29, 2007

https://www.ocregister.com/2007/10/29/randal-otoole-us-forest-service-has-money-to-burn/
Excerpt:

“The Forest Service is wrong. Most Western forests are ecologically adapted to catastrophic fires. In forests of Northwest Douglas fir, such fires occur every 500 years or so. In Southern California chaparral forests, they take place every 30 to 100 years. Such fires can be prevented only by drastic changes that would threaten with extinction hundreds of species of plants and animals.

Instead of spending billions on the forests, we need to focus on the homes in forested landscapes. The best way to protect such homes is to follow some simple principles. Most important: Roofs should be nonflammable, and vegetation around the homes should be planned and managed so that the radiant heat from wildfires does not set buildings on fire. Such homes are called “firewise,” and the detailed requirements are described at www.firewise.org.”

---------------------
Forest Fires, the Correct Way to Protect Buildings From Fire Damage, and How Legislation In Congress Which Claims to Reduce Fires and Fire Damage Will Achieve the Opposite Effect

Testimony to the Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee United State Senate.

By Arthur Partridge Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, University of Idaho
Published in the Farragut State Park Forest Assessment, June 26, 2003
http://www.farragutpark.org/Farragut_Park/Farragut_State_Park_Dr._Partridge.html
Excerpt:

“Second, thinning, the primary proposed procedure to "fireproof" our forests is unproven as a reliable method to prevent or reduce the severity of wildfires. In fact, the process of thinning causes the deposition of fine (0 & 1-hr.) fuels on the forest floor that are primary ignition sources. It is impractical to remove such fuel under forest conditions except directly around homes. The current focus on "fuels" is, in itself, misguided because almost anything in a forest will burn, given the right conditions. Any fire specialist will tell you that the principal factors affecting fire are temperature and moisture, not fuels. No legislation will prevent or even reduce fires in the vast areas of the national forests and to pretend so is fraudulent.”
---------------------
Managing for forest ecosystem health: A reassessment of the forest health crisis.
By Peters, R.L., E. Frost, and F. Pace
Published by Defenders of Wildlife. April 1996.
http://www.magicalliance.org/Forests/Forest%20Health%20Evaluated.htm
Excerpt:

“A number of studies have shown that for some ecosystems, the major factor determining fire intensity and size is weather and not the amount of fuel (Baker 1989, Flannigan and Harrington 1988, Haines and Sando 1969, Rothermel 1995).  For example, Bessie and Johnson (1995) found that fire spread and intensity were strongly related to weather conditions and only weakly related to fuel loads in the southern Canadian Rockies.  Similarly, many hundreds of the thousands of acres of forests that were intensely burned in the 1994 Tyee Fire on the Wenatchee National Forest had very low fuel loads.  The Forest Service and Fish and Wildlife Service concluded that weather patterns and terrain -- not fuels -- were the major reasons why this large fire burned the way it did (U.S. Forest Service 1995, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 1994).  Such case studies provide little evidence that salvage logging of dead and dying trees will significantly reduce wildfires.”

---------------------
Are Wildfire Mitigation and Restoration of Historic Forest Structure Compatible? A Spatial Modeling Assessment” 

By Rutherford V. Platt Ph.D., Thomas T. Veblen Ph.D., and Rosemary L. Sherriff
Published Online: by the by Association of American Geographers. Sep. 1, 2006

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/routledg/anna/2006/00000096/00000003/art00001
Excerpt:

“We question the validity of thinning as a means both to reduce the threat of wildfire and to restore historic forest structure in the absence of site-specific data collection on past and present landscape conditions.”

---------------------
The Politics of Forest Fires -- The Abuse of Other People's Hard Times.

By Thomas Power Ph.D., August 15, 2000

Thomas Michael Power is the Professor and Chairman of the Economics Department, University of Montana

http://www.forwolves.org/ralph/tompower.htm 

Excerpt:

“The fires, timber industry spokespersons claim, are the result of restrictions on commercial logging on public lands.  If all of these lands had been logged, they assert, the fires would not be burning.  It is the federal government and the environmentalists they are in cahoots with who have caused the fires that now threaten us.  As one timber industry advocate baldly said, "I never saw a clearcut burn."

Nothing could be further from the truth.  Of course clearcuts burn.  When long, hot summers dry out the grasses, brush, and logging wastes, they can flare explosively.  When they grow thick with closely packed young trees, they present exactly the fire danger we are wrestling with now.  The logging roads provide human access that is the source of the vast majority of forest fires.

If roading and logging eliminated the threat of wildfire, most of the fires that threaten us now would not be burning.  Look at where these fires are: They are largely burning on the forest-urban interface in areas adjacent to intense human activity.  In Western Montana, for instance, the fires are burning in the forests adjacent to some of the rapidly growing residential areas in the nation, the Bitterroot, Helena, and Clark Fork Valleys.  These are not roadless areas that have never been logged.  Quite the contrary, they are areas that were roaded and logged in the past.  Those roads often have then provided access for the human activity that now dominates these areas, including the home building, residential settlement of the last two decades, and recreational activity.  The trees now burning are usually second growth that followed past logging.”

---------------------
Excerpt from a letter to Chief Dale Bosworth and 5 members of congress, 2002

By Emily B. Roberson Ph.D., Senior Policy Analyst, California Native Plant Society

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/protecting_native_plants/pdfs/Fire-letter-CNPS-8-02.pdf
Excerpt:

“It is well established that logging and roadbuilding often increase both fuel loading and fire risk.  For example, the Sierra Nevada Ecosystem Project (SNEP) Science Team (1996) concluded that “timber harvest…. has increased fire severity more than any other recent human activity” in the Sierra Nevada.  Timber harvest may increase fire hazard by drying of microclimate associated with canopy opening and with roads, by increases in fuel loading by generation of activity fuels, by increases in ignition sources associated with machinery and roads, by changes in species composition due to opening of stands, by the spread of highly flammable non native weeds, insects and disease, and by decreases in forest health associated with damage to soil and residual trees (DellaSala and Frost, 2001; Graham et al., 2001; Weatherspoon et al., 1992; SNEP Science Team, 1996).  Indeed a recent literature review reported that some studies have found a positive correlation between the occurrence of past logging and present fire hazard in some forest types in the Interior Columbia Basin (DellaSala and Frost, 2001).”

---------------------
The Interaction of Fire, Fuels, and Climate across Rocky Mountain Forests
By Tania Schoennagel Ph.D., Thomas T. Veblen Ph.D., and William H. Rommie Ph.D.

Published in Bioscience, July 2004 / Vol. 54 No. 7
http://www.montana.edu/phiguera/GEOG430/PurdyFireFieldTrip/Schoennagel_et_al_2004_Bioscience.pdf
Excerpt:

“No evidence suggests that spruce–fir or lodgepole pine forests have experienced substantial shifts in stand structure over recent decades as a result of fire suppression.  Overall, variation in climate rather than in fuels appears to exert the largest influence on the size, timing, and severity of fires in subalpine forests (Romme and Despain 1989, Bessie and Johnson 1995, Nash and Johnson 1996, Rollins et al. 2002).  We conclude that large, infrequent stand replacing fires are “business as usual” in this forest type, not an artifact of fire suppression.” (Pg. 666)

“Variation in daily area burned was highly correlated with the moisture content of 100-hour (2.5- to 7.6- cm diameter) and 1000-hour dead fuels (Turner et al. 1994).  Once fuels reached critical moisture levels later in the season, the spatial pattern of the large, severe stand replacing fires was controlled by weather (wind direction and velocity), not by fuels, stand age, or firefighting activities (Minshall et al. 1989,Wakimoto 1989, Turner et al. 1994).” (Pg. 666)

---------------------
Liar, Liar, Forests on Fire: Why Forest Management Exacerbates Loss of Lives and Property

By Karyn Strickler and Timothy G. Hermach

Published by CommonDreams.org, October 31, 2003

http://www.commondreams.org/scriptfiles/views03/1031-10.htm 

Excerpt:

“Fire, just like insects and disease, are a natural and beneficial part of forest ecosystems and watersheds.  Without these natural processes the forest ecosystems quickly degrade.  Excessive logging removes and reduces cooling shade adding to the hotter, drier forests along with logging debris creating a more flammable forest.  Current "forest management" practices, road building and development cause forest fires to rage for hundreds of miles.”

---------------------
From the Ashes: Reducing the Harmful Effects and Rising Costs of Western Wildfires”
By Jonathan Oppenheimer

Published by Taxpayers for Common Sense, Dec. 2000

http://www.ourforests.org/fact/ashes.pdf 

Excerpt:

“Commercial logging and logging roads open the forest canopy, which can have two effects.  First, it allows direct sunlight to reach the forest floor, leading to increased evaporation and drier forests.5  As a consequence, ground fuels (grass, leaves, needles, twigs, etc.) dry out more quickly and become susceptible to fire.  Second, an open canopy allows more sunlight to reach the understory trees, increasing their growth.6  This can lead to weaker, more densely-packed forests.” (pgs. 19-20)

“Congress and the Forest Service continue to rely on the commercial logging program to do something it will never accomplish – reduce fire risk.  The commercial logging program is designed to provide trees to private timber companies, not to reduce the risk of fire.” (pg. 20)

---------------------
Living with risk: Homeowners face the responsibility and challenge of developing defenses against wildfires

By Craig Thomas
Published in the Sacramento Bee newspaper, July 1, 2007.
http://www.sierraforestlegacy.org/NR_InTheNews/SFLIP_2007-07-01_SacramentoBee.php
Excerpt:

“Indiscriminate logging is not a viable solution to reducing wildfire risk.  Logging can actually increase fire danger by leaving flammable debris on the forest floor.  Loss of tree canopy lets the sun in, encouraging the growth of brush, increases wind speed and air temperature, and decreases the humidity in the forest, making fire conditions even worse.”

---------------------
Forest Policy Up in Smoke: Fire Suppression in the United States.
By Alison Berry Ph.D.,

Published by Property and Environment Research Center, 2007

https://www.perc.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/09/Forest_Policy_Up_in_Smoke.pdf
Excerpt:

“One reason that fuels reduction treatments should be limited is that they may not address the important effects of climate and weather on fire behavior.  Some studies suggest that it is drought and warmer temperatures—not fuels accumulations—that are the major explanatory factors for large fires (O’Toole 2002-2003, Pierce et al. 2004).  It is an unrealistic goal to return all forests to historical states, in light of the fact that agencies have no control over drought or temperature.” (pgs. 15 – 16)

---------------------
Getting Burned by Logging
By René Voss Ph.D.
Published by The Baltimore Chronicle, July 3, 2003
http://www.baltimorechronicle.com/firelies_jul02.shtml 

Excerpt:

“Ironically, this very type of logging, experts inform us, is likely to increase, not decrease, the frequency and severity of wildland fires.

In the Forest Service's own National Fire Plan, agency scientists warned against the use of commercial logging to address fire management.  The report found that ‘the removal of large, merchantable trees from forests does not reduce fire risk and may, in fact, increase such risk.’
---------------------
Does Global Warming Increase Forest Fires?
Narrated by Anthony Westerling Ph.D.,
Broadcast by NPR, Talk of the Nation, July 7, 2006

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5541423
Excerpt:

“New research published this week in the journal Science says that global warming may be causing more intense wildfires in the western United States.  The researchers found that increases in large wildfire activity in the western United States over the past 25 years is ‘strongly associated with increased spring and summer temperatures and an earlier spring snowmelt.’ "

---------------------
Logging, thinning would not curtail wildfires

By George Wuerthner

The Eugene Register-​Guard, December 26, 2008

http://wuerthner.blogspot.com/2008/12/logging-thinning-would-not-curtail.html 

Excerpt:

“Another surprising finding is that mechanical fuels treatment, commonly known as logging and thinning, typically has little effect on the spread of wildfires.  In fact, in some cases, it can increase wildfires’ spread and severity by increasing the fine fuels on the ground (slash) and by opening the forest to greater wind and solar penetration, drying fuels faster than in unlogged forests.”

---------------------
Dead trees aren't a wildfire threat, but overlogging them will ruin our forest ecosystems

By Chad Hanson, Ph.D., research ecologist

Published in the LA Times, June 27, 2016

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-hanson-dead-trees-fires-vilsack-20160627-snap-story.html
Excerpt:

“Trees larger than just a few inches in diameter are not consumed in fires — only the outer bark layer and the needles actually burn up — so the great majority of the dead trees in the forest do not significantly influence fire behavior, even if they are dry.  Besides, once trees die, the combustible oils in the needles quickly begin to dissipate and the needles fall, making it more — not less — difficult for flames to spread through the forest canopy.”

“On June 22, 2016 Secretary Vilsack argued that large-scale “tree die-offs” put “property and lives at risk,” and urged Congress to act.  Specifically, he recommended passage of a bill backed by the timber industry that would fund a large expansion of the federal wildland fire suppression program, and increase commercial logging on federal public lands — all in the name of removing supposedly dangerous dead trees.”

“When trees die naturally due to drought, native beetles or fire, the snags and downed logs contribute to forest rejuvenation and become microhabitats for wildlife.  Birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles and fish all use snags and logs for food, nesting or shelter.  The logging Vilsack wants to encourage, on the other hand, will leave behind only stumps, which produce none of these benefits.  In the long term, then, the proposed legislation will degrade our forests and, in a cruel twist, lead to even more tree deaths.

Ignorance and shameless economic opportunism will destroy our forest ecosystems if we are not careful.”

---------------------
Managing the Impact of Wildfires on Communities and the Environment

A Report to the President in Response to the Wildfires of 2000

National Fire Plan Executive Summary, USDA Forest Service (October 13, 2000)
http://nevadarangelands.org/wp-content/uploads/natl_fire_plan_exec_sum.pdf
Excerpt:

"Most of the trees that should be removed to reduce accumulated fuels are small in diameter and have little or no commercial value."

"Mechanically removing fuels (through commercial timber harvesting and other means) can also have adverse effects on wildlife habitat and water quality in many areas.  Officials told GAO that, because of these effects, a large-scale expansion of commercial timber harvesting alone for removing materials would not be feasible.  However, because the Forest Service relies on the timber program for funding many of its activities (including reducing fuels) it has often used this program to address the wildfire problem.  The difficulty with such an approach, however, is that the lands with commercially valuable timber are often not those with the greatest wildfire hazards."

---------------------
Forest health concepts out of date

Published in the Helena Independent Record, November 13, 2016

By George Wuerthner, ecologist and author of 42 books

http://helenair.com/news/opinion/guest/forest-health-concepts-out-of-date/article_d063df30-af9c-523b-b320-5d9290a624e3.html
Excerpt:

“In a recent IR editorial, former Forest Service foresters, Dale Bosworth and Jack Blackwell, promoted numerous out-of-date concepts and paradigms about forest health and management. Their editorial demonstrated that they are unfamiliar with the latest science regarding the ecological value of large wildfires, bark beetles and other natural ecological disturbance processes

Ecologists view large mixed to high severity fires, bark beetles, and other natural processes as critical to maintaining healthy forest ecosystems. The dead snags and down wood produced by such events are vital to many wildlife and plants. Indeed, some 2/3 of all wildlife species depend on dead trees at some point in their lives.

One example of their outmoded concepts is the idea that fuels drive large wildfires, even though numerous scientific studies suggest that severe climate/weather is what powers large wildfires. High winds, for instance, typically blow embers miles ahead of fire fronts, making fuel breaks largely ineffective at reducing fire spread and intensity.

A growing body of scientific evidence calls into question their assertions that logging can preclude large high severity blazes. For instance, a study published in Ecosphere last month did a review of wildfire on 23 million acres of public lands over the past few decades. The authors found that ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests under active timber management had the highest percentage of high severity blazes, while lands without any management like wilderness and parks had the lowest percentage of high severity fires.”

---------------------
Does increased forest protection correspond to higher fire severity in frequent-fire forests of the western United States?
By Curt Bradley Ph.D., Chad Hanson Ph.D. and Dr. Dominick Della Sala Ph.D.

Published in Ecosphere October 26, 2016

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecs2.1492/full
Excerpt:

“We investigated the relationship between protected status and fire severity using the Random Forests algorithm applied to 1500 fires affecting 9.5 million hectares between 1984 and 2014 in pine (Pinus ponderosa, Pinus jeffreyi) and mixed-conifer forests of western United States, accounting for key topographic and climate variables. We found forests with higher levels of protection had lower severity values even though they are generally identified as having the highest overall levels of biomass and fuel loading. Our results suggest a need to reconsider current overly simplistic assumptions about the relationship between forest protection and fire severity in fire management and policy."

---------------------
FUEL REDUCTION OR LOGGING PROJECT?
By Kimberly Rivers

Published by VC Reporter, Oct 13, 2021
https://vcreporter.com/2021/10/fuel-reduction-or-logging-project-national-forest-approves-tree-and-chaparral-removal-plan-in-los-padres/
Excerpt:

“The practices the forest service has been using to manage the land are no longer relevant in this critical time of our history. They should not be allowed to keep doing what they have always done,” said Mariza Sullivan, chair of the Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation. “Efforts should be made to utilize Indigenous knowledge and practices that take into account adapting to living in a fire-prone environment. The forest service tends to pursue a very aggressive program of logging, clearing out valuable chaparral along the way.”
“Six environmental organizations issued a joint statement in response to the project’s approval condemning the plan, saying it is not about fuel reduction but rather about logging, and declaring that the NFS skirted the requirement for a more thorough environmental review of the plan by using a loophole in issuing reports from various “specialists” that were only made available to the public the day the decision was released. The process used by the NFS does not, according to the coalition of organizations, provide the public with an opportunity to respond, or appeal this decision, other than filing legal action, which is being considered.”
---------------------
Blowing Smoke --- Industrial Logging Under the Guise of Fuel Reduction

A Report by American Lands Alliance

http://www.klamathforestalliance.org/Documents/blowingsmoke.pdf
Excerpt:

“The latest scientific information from top Forest Service fire researchers, indicates that a zone of 100-200 feet from structures -- up to a quarter of a mile to better provide for firefighter safety -- are the maximum distances from homes and communities needed for effective fuel reduction treatments. The research found that what protects homes is reducing ignitions from flames by creating defensible space through treatments that may include thinning small diameter trees, pruning, mowing, and roof cleaning, as well as the removal of flammable landscape and building materials within the immediate area.”

“In fact, these activities can actually increase fire risk. According to an August 2000 Congressional Research Service report, Timber harvesting removes the relatively large diameter wood that can be converted into wood products, but leaves behind the small material, especially twigs and needles. The concentration of these fine fuels on the forest floor increases the rate of spread of wildfires.”

---------------------
217 scientists sign letter opposing logging as a response to wildfires

By Bill Gabbert, full time wildland firefighter for 33 years

Published in Wildfire Today, September 22, 2018

https://www.dailydispatch.com/StateNews/WE/2018/September/24/217.scientists.sign.letter.opposing.logging.as.a.response.to.wildfires.aspx
Excerpt:

“One of the favorite responses of some politicians to devastating wildfires is to call for increased logging on public lands. Their reasoning is that having fewer trees will prevent large fires. The fact is that logging does not eliminate forest fires. For example, in a clear cut there is still fuel remaining, some of which can spread a fire faster than a forested area and can act as spot fire traps with dry, easily ignitable vegetation that is even more susceptible to propagating a fire from airborne burning embers up to a mile away from the main fire.

The House version of the 2018 Farm Bill being considered now would expand logging on public lands in response to recent increases in wildfires. A group of 217 scientists, educators, and land managers have signed an open letter calling on decision makers to facilitate a civil dialogue and careful consideration of the science to ensure that any policy changes will result in communities being protected while safeguarding essential ecosystem processes.”

---------------------
Bush Fire Policy: Clearing Forests So They Do Not Burn
FOREST CONSERVATION NEWS TODAY, August 27, 2002

http://ces.iisc.ernet.in/hpg/envis/doc1999ahtml/biodbus220928.html
Excerpt:

“The Forest Service is using the fear of wildfires to allow logging companies to remove medium-and large-diameter trees that they can sell, rather than just the small trees and brush that can make fires more severe.  There is little evidence to show that such logging will prevent catastrophic fires; on the contrary, logging roads and industrial logging cause wildfires.”

---------------------
Are Wildfire Mitigation and Restoration of Historic Forest Structure Compatible?  A Spatial Modeling Assessment

By Rutherford V. Platt Ph.D., Thomas T. Veblen Ph.D., and Rosemary L. Sherriff 
Published Online: by the by Association of American Geographers. Sep. 8, 2006

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/routledg/anna/2006/00000096/00000003/art00001
Excerpt:

“We question the validity of thinning as a means both to reduce the threat of wildfire and to restore historic forest structure in the absence of site-specific data collection on past and present landscape conditions.”
---------------------
Logging Industry Misleads on Climate and Forest Fires

Guest Commentary by Chad Hanson Ph.D.,  in New West, July 11, 2008
https://cleangreensustainable.wordpress.com/2009/03/19/logging-industry-misleads-on-climate-and-forest-fires/
Excerpt:

“Recent editorials by timber industry spokespersons are a wildly misleading attempt to promote increased logging of western U.S. forests under the guise of reducing wildland fires …”
---------------------
Fanning the Flames! The U.S. Forest Service: A Fire-Dependent Bureaucracy

By Timothy Ingalsbee Ph.D.
Published in the Missoula Independent. Vol. 14 No. 24, June 2003

http://www.klamathforestalliance.org/Documents/fanningtheflames.html
Excerpt:

“In the face of growing public scrutiny and criticism of the agency's logging policies and practices, the Forest Service and their enablers in Congress have learned to mask timber sales as so-called 'fuels reduction' and 'forest restoration' projects.  Yet, the net effect of these logging projects is to actually increase fire risks and fuel hazards."

"Decades of encouraging private logging companies to take the biggest, oldest, most fire-resistant trees from public lands, while leaving behind a volatile fuel load of small trees, brush, weeds, stumps and slash has vastly increased the flammability of forestlands."

"In addition to post-fire salvage logging, the Forest Service and timber industry advocates in Congress have been pushing pre-fire timber sales, often falsely billed as hazardous fuels reduction or 'thinning' projects, to lower the risk or hazard of future wildfires.  In too many cases, these so-called thinning projects are logging thick-diameter fire-resistant overstory trees instead of or in addition to cutting thin-sized fire-susceptible understory trees.  The resulting logging slash and the increased solar and wind exposure can paradoxically increase the fuel hazards and fire risks."

---------------------
Logging without Limits isn't a Solution to Wildfires
By Timothy Ingalsbee Ph.D.

Published in the Portland Oregonian, August 6, 2002

http://www.klamathforestalliance.org/Documents/loggingwithoutlimits.html 

Excerpt:

“Since the 'New Perspectives' program of the early 1990s, the agency has tried to dodge public opposition to commercial logging by using various euphemisms, such as this gem from the Siskiyou National Forest: Clearcuts are called 'minimum green tree retention units.'  Accordingly, Forest Service managers have believed that if they simply refer to logging as 'thinning,' or add the phrases 'fuels reduction' or 'forest restoration' to the title of their timber sale plans, then the public will accept these projects at face value, and business-as-usual commercial logging can proceed.  In the face of multiple scandals and widespread public skepticism of the Forest Service's credibility, it seems that only Congress is buying the agency's labeling scheme."

---------------------
Logging does not prevent wildfires
By Roy Keene

Guest Viewpoint, the Eugene Register Guard
January 11, 2009

http://www.thefreelibrary.com/Logging+does+not+prevent+wildfires.-a0192070397
Excerpt:

“The forests of the West are far more vulnerable to fire due to a century of industrial logging and fire suppression.  Logging has removed most of the older, fire-resistant trees from the forests.

Logging has set the forests of the West up to burn big and hot.

More logging will not fix this.”

---------------------
Thinning not enough to prevent wildfires

By Alex Syphard, Ph.D.
Published by Conservation Biology Institute, September 11, 2019
https://consbio.org/newsroom/news/forest-thinning-wont-stop-cas-fires
Excerpt:

“Time and time again in my research, I find that fuel is one of the least important factors when it comes to protecting the home.”
---------------------
Logging, thinning would not curtail wildfires
By Wuerthner, George, ecological projects director for the Foundation for Deep Ecology.
The Eugene Register-​Guard, December 26, 2008

http://wuerthner.blogspot.com/2008/12/logging-thinning-would-not-curtail.html
Excerpt:

“Another surprising finding is that mechanical fuels treatment, commonly known as logging and thinning, typically has little effect on the spread of wildfires.  In fact, in some cases, it can increase wildfires’ spread and severity by increasing the fine fuels on the ground (slash) and by opening the forest to greater wind and solar penetration, drying fuels faster than in unlogged forests.”

---------------------
Logging in disguise: How forest thinning is making wildfires worse

By Chad T. Hanson, Ph.D.
Published by Grist, Aug 24, 2021
https://grist.org/fix/forest-thinning-logging-makes-wildfires-worse/
Excerpt:

“The U.S. Forest Service clears trees from public lands in the name of fire prevention, but it doesn’t work. There are better strategies to protect communities, but don’t expect to hear about them from the logging industry.”

---------------------
Source: Dead trees aren't a wildfire threat, but overlogging them will ruin our forest ecosystems

By Chad Hanson, Ph.D., research ecologist

Published in the LA Times, June 27, 2016

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-hanson-dead-trees-fires-vilsack-20160627-snap-story.html 

Excerpt:

“Trees larger than just a few inches in diameter are not consumed in fires — only the outer bark layer and the needles actually burn up — so the great majority of the dead trees in the forest do not significantly influence fire behavior, even if they are dry.  Besides, once trees die, the combustible oils in the needles quickly begin to dissipate and the needles fall, making it more — not less — difficult for flames to spread through the forest canopy.”

“Secretary Vilsack is well aware of this research, but it does not fit with his political and economic objectives.  On June 22, he argued that large-scale “tree die-offs” put “property and lives at risk,” and urged Congress to act.  Specifically, he recommended passage of a bill backed by the timber industry that would fund a large expansion of the federal wildland fire suppression program, and increase commercial logging on federal public lands — all in the name of removing supposedly dangerous dead trees.”

---------------------
Do insect outbreaks reduce the severity of subsequent forest fires?
By Garrett W Meigs Ph.D., Harold S J Zald Ph.D., John L Campbell Ph.D., William S Keeton, Ph.D., and Robert E Kennedy Ph.D.
Published in Environmental Research Letters, Volume 11, Number 4, April 21, 2016

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/11/4/045008/meta
Excerpt:

“Contrary to common assumptions of positive feedbacks, recent forest insect outbreaks actually dampen subsequent burn severity at multiple time lags across the US Pacific Northwest. Indeed, by altering forest structure and composition from forest stand to regional scales (Raffa et al 2008, Flower et al 2014, Meigs et al 2015b), these native insects contribute to landscape-scale heterogeneity, potentially enhancing forest resistance and resilience to wildfire. Because insect outbreaks do not necessarily increase the severity of subsequent wildfires, we suggest a precautionary approach when designing and implementing forest management policies aimed at reducing wildfire hazard in insect-altered forests.”
---------------------
Using wildfires as an excuse to plunder forests
By Dr. Chad Hanson
Published by Idaho State Journal, September 16, 2018

https://www.idahostatejournal.com/opinion/columns/using-wildfires-as-an-excuse-to-plunder-forests/article_6d34ccb1-8c5e-58be-8cb7-88b7fd67d0cd.html
Excerpt:

“The danger from wildfires is real, but cutting down more trees is not the solution. By far the most effective way to prevent damage is to focus on basic fire-safety measures for at-risk houses.
These include installing fire-resistant roofing, ember-proof exterior vents and guards to prevent wind-borne embers from igniting dry leaves and pine needles in rain gutters and creating “defensible space” by reducing combustible grasses, shrubs and small trees within 100 feet of homes. Research shows these steps can have a major impact on whether houses survive wildfires.”

“On the contrary, increased logging can make fires burn more intensely. Logging, including many projects deceptively promoted as forest “thinning,” removes fire-resistant trees, reduces the cooling shade of the forest canopy and leaves behind highly combustible twigs and branches.”

---------------------
Catastrophic 'anti-infestation' logging threatens US National Forests

By Brett Haverstick

Published in the Ecologist, April 10, 2017

https://theecologist.org/2017/apr/10/catastrophic-anti-infestation-logging-threatens-us-national-forests
Excerpt:

“National forests across the West are facing dire threats from politicians, the timber industry and the Forest Service.
The public is currently being misled into thinking that our forests are 'unhealthy', and that they need to be 'restored' due to 'beetle infestations' and 'insects and disease'.

All of this is a euphemism to drastically ramp up logging on the forests.

America's national forests are not unhealthy. Some people may want forests to look a certain way, but that desire or perception ignores scientific research, which suggests that fungi, bacteria, insects, disease and wildfire are key components of forest function and resiliency. If you want a healthy forest, these natural processes must be allowed to play out.”

---------------------
Logging Didn’t Stop the Camp Fire

Published by the John Muir Project, 2014
http://johnmuirproject.org/2019/01/logging-didnt-stop-the-camp-fire/
Excerpt:

“Since the Camp Fire burned there has been a lot of discussion in the media and much chest pounding from pro-logging advocates and politicians, including of course President Trump, that if only California would log more of its forests, towns and lives would be saved. Nothing could be further from the truth, and in this blog we discuss the state of the landscape between the Camp Fire’s origin and the towns of Paradise, Magalia and Concow and why chainsaws in the forest do not equal community protection.”

---------------------
Logging won’t stop wildfires
By Chad Hanson Ph.D. and Mike Garrity
Published in Idaho State Journal, Sep 24, 2017
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/opinion/columns/logging-won-t-stop-wildfires/article_fbeed865-f54d-5871-b9a3-423b4ebe0552.html
Excerpt:

“A number of politicians have promised to weaken environmental laws and increase logging, supposedly to stop forest fires. Here’s what they aren’t telling you.
Fires, including large fires, are a natural and ecologically necessary part of forests in the Northern Rockies. Dozens of plant and animal species, such as the black-backed Woodpecker, depend upon post-fire habitat—including patches of forest where fire burns hotter and kills most trees—due to the abundance of standing dead trees, downed logs, flowering plants, and natural regeneration of trees, which provide both food and homes for fire-dependent insects and wildlife.”

---------------------
The 99-Year-Old Grandmother Effect: How to View Fuel Reductions on the Bootleg Fire
By George Wuerthner

George Wuerthner has published 36 books including Wildfire: A Century of Failed Forest Policy.
Published by CounterPunch, December 16, 2021
https://www.counterpunch.org/2021/12/16/the-99-year-old-grandmother-effect-how-to-view-fuel-reductions-on-the-bootleg-fire/
Excerpt:

“If one did not know much about wildfire ecology, the photos accompanying the article might persuade you that thinning and prescribed burning should be widely applied to our forests.”

“And this is where the TNC “proof” needs context. I have no idea why the fuel treatments on TNC lands appeared to reduce fire severity, but I can say that it was an exception in the Bootleg Fire. A review and map of the Bootleg Fire Perimeter showed that nearly 75% of the area had previously been “treated” by various “fuel reductions.” “
“For example, the Camp Fire, which charred the community of Paradise, California, was surrounded by clearcuts, hazardous fuel reductions (FS euphemism for logging), and even several recent wildfires—none of which prevented the rapid spread of the blaze.”

---------------------
Sierra Nevada Ecosystem Project: Final Report to Congress -- Volume 1, Chapter 4 – Fire and Fuels

University of California; SNEP Science Team and Special Consultants

http://ceres.ca.gov/snep/pubs/web/PDF/v1_ch04.pdf 

Excerpt:

“Timber harvest, through its effects on forest structure, local microclimate, and fuels accumulation, has increased fire severity more than any other recent human activity."(pg.62)

"Logged areas generally showed a strong association with increased rate of spread and flame length, thereby suggesting that tree harvesting could affect the potential fire behavior within landscapes. In general, rate of spread and flame length were positively correlated with the proportion of area logged in the sample watersheds."

"As a by-product of clearcutting, thinning, and other tree-removal activities, activity fuels create both short- and long-term fire hazards to ecosystems. The potential rate of spread and intensity of fires associated with recently cut logging residues is high.”
---------------------
Testimony to the Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee United State Senate. Hearing to Review Healthy Forests Restoration Act, HR 1904 on June 26, 2003

By:, Arthur Partridge Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, University of Idaho
Link: http://www.univision.co.za/offer-day-oA2A392Cr1N3B2x_2F2du3g3-music.shtml
Excerpt:

“The current focus on ‘fuels’ is, in itself, misguided because almost anything in a forest will burn, given the right conditions.  Any fire specialist will tell you that the principal factors affecting fire are temperature and moisture, not fuels.  No legislation will prevent or even reduce fires in the vast areas of the national forests and to pretend so is fraudulent.”
---------------------
The Big Lie: Logging and Forest Fires

By Chad Hanson, Ph.D.
Published in the Earth Island Journal, spring 2000 issue
http://yeoldeconsciousnessshoppe.com/art6.html
Excerpt:

“The fact is, commercial logging doesn't prevent catastrophic fires; it causes them. In the latter part of the 19th century, this was common knowledge. Relentless clearing of forests in the Great Lakes region left huge areas largely devoid of the cooling shade of trees, replacing moist natural forest microclimates with the hotter, drier conditions characterized by stump fields. Flammable logging "slash debris" covered the landscape. 

It was in this setting that a massive, cataclysmic fire started near Peshtigo, Wisconsin in 1871. More than 1,200 people were killed. Similar blazes erupted in subsequent years.”

---------------------
A Reporter's Guide to Wildland Fire

By Timothy Ingalsbee, Ph.D. September 2007
http://www.fusee.org/Resources/Documents/-Reporters%20Guide%202007.pdf 

Excerpt:

“Otherwise, reporters play into the hands of powerful interests who seek to profit from public perceptions of wildland fires as “catastrophes” and “crises.” For example: Government agencies who gain enormous powers to fight fires without any fiscal constraint or public accountability, and private logging companies who gain windfall profits from “salvage” logging burned trees with little or no regulatory restraint, both under self-proclaimed “states of emergency.” (pg 6)

---------------------
A Report to the President in Response to the Wildfires of 2000”
September 8, 2000

By Babbitt, Bruce (DOI Secretary) and Dan Glickman (USDA Secretary)

http://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/reports/documents/2001/8-20-en.pdf
Excerpts:

“Notably, the Administration’s wildland fire policy does not rely on commercial logging or new road building to reduce fire risks and can be implemented under its current forest and land management polices.  The removal of large, merchantable trees from forests does not reduce fire risk and may, in fact, increase such risk.  Fire ecologists note that large trees are “insurance for the future – they are critical to ecosystem resilience.”10  Targeting smaller trees and leaving both large trees and snags standing addresses the core of the fuels problem.11
The Congressional Research Service (CRS) recently addressed the effect of logging on wildfires in an August 2000 report and found that the current wave of forest fires is not related to a decline in timber harvest on Federal lands.  From a quantitative perspective, the CRS study indicates a very weak relationship between acres logged and the extent and severity of forest fires.  To the contrary, in the most recent period (1980 through 1999) the data indicate that fewer acres burned in areas where logging activity was limited.”

---------------------
Will More Logging Save Western Forests From Wildfires?
By Kirk Siegler, NPR, August 29, 2018
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/29/642955787/will-more-logging-save-western-forests-from-wildfires
Excerpts:

“Oliver says the actual stuff that needs to be cleared out of the woods are the brush and small diameter trees that provide kindling for today's mega fires. Those don't tend to be worth that much to the timber industry. It's the big trees that make the money. This has long been an impediment to joint public-private forest restoration and wildfire mitigation efforts. But there are signs this is changing.”
---------------------
Dr. Cohen’s Methods are Ignored by the Agency
Before Dr. Cohen retired, he was a fire physicist employed by the USFS that did his structure fire damage reduction/elimination research in Missoula Montana.  Based on his research, here is what he concludes.

Dr. Jack Cohen received the first National Legacy Award given by the U.S. Forest Service, National Association of State Foresters, National Fire Protection Association, and International Association of Fire Chiefs in recognition of outstanding career-long contributions to wildfire mitigation as an alternative to suppression.  Dr. Cohen helped develop the U.S. National Fire Danger Rating System and developed calculations for wildland firefighters’ safe zones; created defensible space principles, which resulted in the Firewise program; the Home Ignition Zone; and conducted research on ember ignitions and structure ignitability.  Here are excerpts from a few of his papers that you reject.

Reducing the Wildland Fire Threat to Homes: Where and How Much?
By Dr. Jack Cohen

Presented as the Fire Economics Symposium in San Diego, California on April 12, 1999.

USDA Forest Service Gen.Tech.Rep. PSW-GTR-173
http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs_other/rmrs_1999_cohen_j001.pdf 

Excerpts:

“As stated, the evidence indicates that home ignitions depend on the home materials and design and only those flammables within a few tens of meters of the home (home ignitability).  The wildland fuel characteristics beyond the home site have little if any significance to WUI home fire losses.” (Pg. 193)

“Extensive wildland vegetation management does not effectively change home ignitability.” (Pg. 193)

“Home ignitability also dictates that effective mitigating actions focus on the home and its immediate surroundings rather than on extensive wildland fuel management.” (Pg. 193)

---------------

from Structure Ignition Assessment Model (SIAM)1
By Dr. Jack Cohen

Presented at the Biswell Symposium: Fire Issues and Solutions in Urban Interface and Wildland Ecosystems, 1994
https://www.fs.fed.us/psw/publications/documents/gtr-158/gtr-158-cover.pdf
Excerpts:

“These results suggest that to reduce ignitions, the distances

from a structure for managing vegetation are much smaller

than the lofting distances for firebrands. Thus, beyond some

relatively short distance from the structure (depending on

the vegetation and topography), vegetation management has no significant benefit for reducing flame generated ignitions.
Vegetation management, on the other hand, cannot be

extensive enough, in a practical sense, to significantly reduce

firebrand ignitions. Therefore, the structure and its immediate

surroundings should be the focus for activities intended for improving ignition risk.” (pg 92)

---------------

Community destruction during extreme wildfires is a home ignition problem

By Dr. Jack Cohen and Dave Strohmaier

Published online by The Missoulian, August 9, 2020 and republished by Reddit

https://www.reddit.com/r/chaparral/comments/i6p1qq/community_destruction_during_extreme_wildfires_is/
Excerpts:

“To make this shift, land managers, elected officials, and members of the public must question some of our most deeply ingrained assumptions regarding fire. For the sake of fiscal responsibility, scientific integrity, and effective outcomes, it’s high time we abandon the tired and disingenuous policies of our century-old all-out war on wildfire and fuel treatments conducted under the guise of protecting communities. Instead, let’s focus on mitigating WUI fire risk where ignitions are determined – within the home ignition zone.”
---------------

Reducing the Wildland Fire Threat to Homes: Where and How Much?
By Dr. Jack Cohen

Presented as the Fire Economics Symposium in San Diego, California on April 12, 1999.

USDA Forest Service Gen.Tech.Rep. PSW-GTR-173
http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs_other/rmrs_1999_cohen_j001.pdf 

Excerpts:

“As stated, the evidence indicates that home ignitions depend on the home materials and design and only those flammables within a few tens of meters of the home (home ignitability).  The wildland fuel characteristics beyond the home site have little if any significance to WUI home fire losses.” (Pg. 193)

“Extensive wildland vegetation management does not effectively change home ignitability.” (Pg. 193)

“Home ignitability also dictates that effective mitigating actions focus on the home and its immediate surroundings rather than on extensive wildland fuel management.” (Pg. 193)

---------------

Built to Burn

By Dr. Jack Cohen

Presented at a fire conference in front of people from the Forest Service and state fire agencies, 1999

https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/built-to-burn/
Excerpts:

“Cohen thought he had come up with a way to save houses and to let fires burn naturally — he thought it was a win-win. And so in 1999, he presented a paper about his findings at a fire conference in front of people from the Forest Service and state fire agencies. These were people who were in a position to change policies. But Cohen says they were totally uninterested. Cohen’s research implied that basically everything about how the Forest Service dealt with wildfires was wrong.
The 10 AM rule had left us with a huge fire fighting infrastructure, so the Forest Service was spending hundreds of millions of dollars on planes and fire crews, and was approving massive logging projects on the grounds that thinning out the forest would help reduce the intensity of wildfires and save homes. Cohen was saying: actually, it would be way more effective if you just encouraged homeowners to maintain and retrofit their properties.”
---------------

Objectives and considerations for wildland fuel treatment in forested ecosystems of the interior western United States (page 10)
By: Elizabeth D. Reinhardt*, Robert E. Keane, David E. Calkin Ph.D., and Jack D. Cohen Ph.D.

*USDA Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station, Fire Sciences Laboratory, 5775 Highway 10 West, Missoula, MT 59808, United States

Published in Forest Ecology and Management, issue 256, 2008

https://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs_other/rmrs_2008_reinhardt_e001.pdf
Excerpts:

“Treating fuels to reduce fire occurrence, fire size, or amount of burned area is ultimately both futile and counter-productive.” (Pg.1999)

“Some viable fuel treatments may actually result in an increased rate of spread under many conditions (Lertzman et al., 1998; Agee et al., 2000).  For example, thinning to reduce crown fire potential can result in surface litter becoming drier and more exposed to wind.  It can also result in increased growth of grasses and understory shrubs which can foster a rapidly moving surface fire.” (Pg. 2000)

Read more about this fire expert at the links below.
https://wildfiretoday.com/2017/05/30/first-national-legacy-award-presented-to-forest-service-retiree/
https://www.elementalfilm.com/jackcohen
https://www.firelab.org/media/138
Here is a link to a short video where Dr. Cohen describes is methods himself.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zx9-pZvKW2U
---------------------
Western National Forests: A Cohesive Strategy is Needed to Address Catastrophic Wildfire Threats

Published by the Government Accounting Office, GAO/RCED-99-65
http://www.gao.gov/archive/1999/rc99065.pdf 

“In recent years, the number of people living along the boundaries of the national forests has grown significantly. As a result, the increasing numbers of larger, more intense fires pose grave hazards to human health, safety, property, and infrastructure in these areas, which are referred to as “wildland/urban interface” areas. Not only do the fires take lives, but also, because the smoke from them contains substantial amounts of fine particulate matter and other hazardous pollutants, they can pose substantial health risks to people living in the wildland/urban interface.” (page 5)

"Mechanically removing fuels (through commercial timber harvesting and other means) can also have adverse effects on wildlife habitat and water quality in many areas.  Officials told GAO that, because of these effects, a large-scale expansion of commercial timber harvesting alone for removing materials would not be feasible.  However, because the Forest Service relies on the timber program for funding many of its activities, including reducing fuels, it has often used this program to address the wildfire problem.  The difficulty with such an approach, however, is that the lands with commercially valuable timber are often not those with the greatest wildfire hazards." (page 7)

“The agency relies on timber production to fund many of its programs and activities, and all three of its budget allocation criteria for timber activities relate solely to the volume of timber produced or offered.  As a result, as forest officials told us, they tend to (1) focus on areas with high-value commercial timber rather than on areas with high fire hazards or (2) include more large, commercially valuable trees in a timber sale than are necessary to reduce the accumulated fuels. Similarly, an interagency team that reviewed the implementation of the Emergency Salvage Timber Sale Program observed that some Forest Service personnel focused more on harvesting timber than on protecting forested ecosystems.” (page 43)

---------------------
The Case Against Commercial Logging in Wildfire-Prone Forests

A guest essay

Published by the New York Times, July 30, 2022

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/30/opinion/california-wildfires-oak-fire-yosemite-sequoias.html
“When the Oak fire swept through more than 10,000 acres southwest of Yosemite National Park last weekend, it burned through forests where widespread logging, including commercial thinning, accelerated in recent decades. Much of the forest canopy had been removed, exposing the remaining vegetation to more direct sunlight and creating hotter, drier and windier conditions that favor the spread of flames.
But when the blaze reached the area hit by the Ferguson fire of 2018, it slowed to burning about 1,000 acres a day. The previous fire had left less available kindling such as dry leaves, pine needles, twigs and saplings on the forest floor.”
“The truth is that logging activities tend to increase, not decrease, extreme fires, by reducing the windbreak effect that denser forests have, for example, and by bringing in highly combustible invasives
---------------------
A Burning Issue: Helping Loggers, Hurting Forests
By Dr. Chad Hanson

Published on Monday, July 15, 2002 in the Los Angeles Times
Link: http://www.commondreams.org/views02/0715-04.htm 

Excerpts:

“Scores of scientists and the federal government's own national fire plan have concluded that the removal of mature trees from forests increases the severity of forest fires. Why then would the Bush administration use the threat of fires to try to increase logging of mature and old-growth trees in our national forests? 

That is clearly the administration's intention, as outlined in two recent memos on revising the Northwest Forest Plan and the "Sierra Nevada Framework" plan to allow logging companies increased access to ancient forests on public lands. The move is being led by Mark Rey, a former timber industry lobbyist and a President Bush appointee who oversees the Forest Service.”

“Thus, the use of commercial logging for fire hazard reduction poses yet another paradox: Logging removes the trees that normally survive fires, leaves behind the trees that are most often killed by fire, increases flammable fuel loads, and worsens fire weather conditions.” (pg. 5)

---------------------
A Report to the President in Response to the Wildfires of 2000
By Lyle Laverty USDA Forest Service and Tim Hartzell U.S. Department of the Interior, September 8, 2000
https://sipnuuk.karuk.us/system/files/atoms/file/AFRIFoodSecurity_011_009_r.pdf
Excerpts:

"Most of the trees that should be removed to reduce accumulated fuels are small in diameter and have little or no commercial value."

"Mechanically removing fuels (through commercial timber harvesting and other means) can also have adverse effects on wildlife habitat and water quality in many areas.  Officials told GAO that, because of these effects, a large-scale expansion of commercial timber harvesting alone for removing materials would not be feasible.  However, because the Forest Service relies on the timber program for funding many of its activities (including reducing fuels) it has often used this program to address the wildfire problem.  The difficulty with such an approach, however, is that the lands with commercially valuable timber are often not those with the greatest wildfire hazards."

---------------------
Testimony to the Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee United State Senate. Hearing to Review Healthy Forests Restoration Act, HR 1904 on June 26, 2003

By Arthur Partridge Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, University of Idaho
https://www.saveamericasforests.org/congress/Fire/PartridgeSenate03.htm
Excerpt:

“The current focus on ‘fuels’ is, in itself, misguided because almost anything in a forest will burn, given the right conditions.  Any fire specialist will tell you that the principal factors affecting fire are temperature and moisture, not fuels.  No legislation will prevent or even reduce fires in the vast areas of the national forests and to pretend so is fraudulent.”

---------------------
Western National Forests: A Cohesive Strategy is Needed to Address Catastrophic Wildfire Threats

Published by the Government Accounting Office, GAO/RCED-99-65
http://www.gao.gov/archive/1999/rc99065.pdf 

Excerpts:

“In recent years, the number of people living along the boundaries of the national forests has grown significantly. As a result, the increasing numbers of larger, more intense fires pose grave hazards to human health, safety, property, and infrastructure in these areas, which are referred to as “wildland/urban interface” areas. Not only do the fires take lives, but also, because the smoke from them contains substantial amounts of fine particulate matter and other hazardous pollutants, they can pose substantial health risks to people living in the wildland/urban interface.” (page 5)

"Mechanically removing fuels (through commercial timber harvesting and other means) can also have adverse effects on wildlife habitat and water quality in many areas.  Officials told GAO that, because of these effects, a large-scale expansion of commercial timber harvesting alone for removing materials would not be feasible.  However, because the Forest Service relies on the timber program for funding many of its activities, including reducing fuels, it has often used this program to address the wildfire problem.  The difficulty with such an approach, however, is that the lands with commercially valuable timber are often not those with the greatest wildfire hazards." (page 7)

“The agency relies on timber production to fund many of its programs and activities, and all three of its budget allocation criteria for timber activities relate solely to the volume of timber produced or offered.  As a result, as forest officials told us, they tend to (1) focus on areas with high-value commercial timber rather than on areas with high fire hazards or (2) include more large, commercially valuable trees in a timber sale than are necessary to reduce the accumulated fuels. Similarly, an interagency team that reviewed the implementation of the Emergency Salvage Timber Sale Program observed that some Forest Service personnel focused more on harvesting timber than on protecting forested ecosystems.” (page 43)

---------------------
Commercial Logging Causes Forest Fires

Published in FOREST CONSERVATION NEWS TODAY, July 20, 2002

OVERVIEW & COMMENTARY by Forests.org

http://forests.org/archived_site/today/recent/2002/grgrurge.htm 

Excerpts:

“It is well known scientifically that “commercial logging actually  increases fire severity by removing large, fire- resistant trees and leaving behind very small trees and flammable "slash debris"--branches,  twigs and needles from felled trees. The removal of mature trees also decreases the forest canopy, creating hotter, drier conditions on the ground. The additional sun exposure encourages the growth of flammable brush and weeds. Reduction of flammable underbrush can reduce fire severity, and environmental groups have encouraged such projects. However, the Bush administration has grossly misused the funds that Congress appropriated for brush reduction near homes. In Sierra Nevada national forests last year, more than 90% of these funds were instead earmarked for preparation of large timber sales focused on the removal of mature and old-growth trees miles from the nearest town.”

"The Forest Service, Bush administration and anti-environmental members of Congress are spreading a great deal of misinformation about wildfire, hoping to capitalize on public fire hysteria and minimize public opposition to increased logging and roadbuilding in our national forests," said Jake Kreilick of the National Forest Protection Alliance based in Missoula, Montana.  "With virtually all new timber sales couched in terms of 'reducing fuels' or 'restoring forest health,' fire hysteria has emerged as the driving force behind the Forest Service's logging program and the administration's efforts to 'streamline' our nation's environmental laws," Kreilick said.”

