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Lolo Forest Plan Revision Team

Lolo National Forest 

26 Fort Missoula Road

Missoula, MT 59804

Subject: Comments on Wild and Scenic River Designations on the Lolo National Forest

Dear Amanda,
This letter is on behalf of Sun Mountain Lumber in Deer Lodge, MT. We would like to thank you for the opportunity to provide scoping comments for the Lolo Forest Plan Revision, wilderness and wild and scenic river assessment and inventory. Sun Mountain Lumber is a family-owned sawmill that provides direct employment for approximately 170 mill and logging jobs in Deer Lodge, MT. We view the Lolo National Forest as central to all infrastructure that remains in the State of Montana. We appreciate being a part of the team that assists the Lolo National Forest in achieving their goals and objectives on NFS lands. 
We are writing to express our concerns regarding the proposed wilderness and wild and scenic river designations on the Lolo National Forest. While we appreciate the intent behind preserving our natural resources and promoting environmental conservation, we believe it is crucial to consider the unintended consequences that such designations may bring, particularly in terms of forest management and the sustainable utilization and protection of our valuable natural resources.
We would like to emphasize the potential impact of wilderness and wild and scenic river designations on your own forest management goals and objectives. Designating certain areas and rivers as wilderness and wild and scenic can impose restrictions on activities such as timber harvesting, fuel reduction, and forest health improvement. While these restrictions may be justified in some cases to protect the natural integrity of specific areas, they can hinder effective forest management practices that are essential for maintaining healthy ecosystems and supporting local economies.  Also consider the requirements for both writing and developing management plans for wild and scenic rivers.  These plans will require staffing and budgeting that are in short supply and constraining other projects. 
Designating wilderness areas and wild and scenic river segments can also create legal barriers that may make it difficult, if not impossible, to accomplish meaningful objectives. Line officers may be reluctant, unwilling or in the case of wilderness, unable to analyze for projects in wilderness areas and wild and scenic river segments even to achieve goals and objectives that have great merit. This can impede proactive forest management strategies, such as thinning dense forests, implementing controlled burns, or constructing firebreaks. These measures are crucial for reducing the severity and spread of wildfires, safeguarding communities, and preserving the long-term health and resilience of our forests.
Furthermore, wilderness and wild and scenic river designations may also have unintended consequences for public safety. The regulations may limit the ability of emergency responders to access the river and surrounding areas in the event of an emergency or natural disaster. 
Due to these reasons, we would like to make recommendations on those river segments that were a part of the 1991 eligibility study:
Cache Creek – Support

North Fork Blackfoot – Support

South Fork Lolo River – Support

West Fork Fish Creek – Support 

Rock Creek – Do not support. Too many values at risk to further impede options for management.

Morrell Creek – Do not support. Too many values at risk to further impede options for management.

Rattlesnake Creek – Do not support. Too many values at risk to further impede options for management.

Clearwater River – Do not support due to existing infrastructure and proximity to suitable base acres.

Clark Fork River - Do not support. Too many values at risk to further impede options for management.
I urge you to carefully consider the potential unintended consequences of wilderness and wild and scenic river designations on the Lolo National Forest before making any final decisions. While it is important to protect our natural resources, we must also consider the long-term impacts on our communities and the management of our forests.
In conclusion, while the preservation of our wild areas and wild and scenic rivers is a commendable objective, it is essential to carefully consider the unintended consequences of such designations on forest management and the sustainable utilization of natural resources. Striking a balance between conservation and other land uses is crucial for the long-term health and resilience of our forests and the well-being of local communities. Thank you for engaging in inclusive and collaborative dialogue with stakeholders to ensure that any designations made on the Lolo National Forest are well-informed and take into account the broader implications.

We hope that our concerns will be taken into consideration, and we look forward to hearing your perspective on this issue.

Respectfully yours,

/S/Nick Jose 

/S/Sean Steinebach

Sun Mountain Lumber

PO Box 389, 181 Greenhouse Road, Deer Lodge, MT 59722

406-846-9460   fax: 406-846-1672
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