Northern Region Recreation Heritage & Wilderness Program Niche (2008-2018): 

Connected Wild Places

Niche Emphasis: Wildlands connect with and compliment vast expanses of rural settings and growing communities.  Majestic scenery, clean water, and unique, charismatic wildlife that attracted the Region’s first inhabitants continue to draw people seeking a high quality of life. The rich, colorful, and well preserved American Indian and Euroamerican heritage of the Region, as reflected in living cultural traditions, historic buildings, and thousands of archeological sites; is accessible and protected for the benefit of future generations. Hunting, fishing and gathering products, that were once life sustaining are now life enhancing. The Region is a leader in facilitating collaboration between user groups, other public and private recreation providers, and communities. This protects open space and key access to the Region that is vital to the delivery of quality, sustainable, recreation services. We remain relevant and responsive to communities, visitors, and changing climate.  Outfitter guides are an important connection to new and changing visitors. High value, low impact visitation through geo-tourism, and trail-based recreation, serve to link communities with wildlands and are regional in focus.
Settings:
· Big Lake Country – A combination of water, mountains, and precipitation create large natural lakes that lie within steep timbered shorelines, creating a generous mix of habitat for big game species and fish. Where mining once boomed, populations now boom – eager for the nearby outdoor adventure.  Day use hiking and water based activities for growing and diverse populations are the focus.
· Wild Rivers – Wild, roaring rivers flow through this primitive setting and support an incredible fishery, including salmon and steelhead.  Visitors immerse themselves in an untamed environment that offers quiet solitude.  Quality river-based opportunities that protect and enhance riparian zones are the focus.  
· Glacier Country – Home to glaciated peaks, pristine forests, rugged mountains, alpine lakes, flower-filled meadows, and big game. It is the southern end of the Canadian Rockies and part of a larger intact eco-system.  This Crown of the Continent is a paradise for national and international visitors seeking wilderness, solitude and spectacular scenery.  The rugged terrain confines communities to valleys and river corridors.  Road, river, and trail based opportunities compliment National Park offerings and are the focus of this sub-region.  
· Backyard Headwaters – This area connects Montana communities with encompassing wildlands and serves as a jumping off point to more remote settings. It links ice (Glacier) to the north and fire (Yellowstone) to the south.  Rivers and lakes offer quick access to tremendous blue ribbon fisheries. Both day use hiking and fishing for urban populations are the focus.  
· Greater Yellowstone Area – Here, the earth’s temperature nears the surface creating unique geothermal features such as geysers, mud pots, and hot springs.  Major rivers with outstanding fisheries and intact habitats supporting ample populations of wildlife contribute to the uniqueness of Yellowstone country.  The area’s rich history of past lifestyles includes Native Americans, mining and ranching.  Year-round recreation opportunities that accommodate extreme sports and younger visitors while complimenting National Park offerings are a focus.  
· Sweeping Landscapes under Big Skies – Wide open spaces with multi colored buttes, tablelands, and gorges of the Badlands transition to remnant tall grass prairie.  Mountain islands interrupt the sea of grasses and rich rural settings are dotted with wildlife refuges. Thousands of birds breed in the Prairie Pot Hole Region and darken the skies of the central flyway each fall and spring.  Cattle and wildlife now graze where buffalo and dinosaurs once roamed. Routes once traveled by Native Americans and Lewis & Clark continue to interest and inspire today’s visitors in the land where legends live on.  Highlighting the area’s rich western heritage and establishing community interest in the vast recreation opportunities are emphasized.  
Primary Visitors:
· Community Connections: Strong links with local communities will be a continued focus for the Region.

· Visitors to Reach out to: Underserved and anticipated “new” visitors including: boomers, young, Hispanic, and Native American populations. 
· National & International destination visitors – Those that come from far distances to tour western history & scenery, fish and hunt.[image: image1.png]



