March 23, 2022

Dear Forest Service Staff,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed plan to convey the approximately 30-acre El Jebel Upper Parcel to county or private ownership. I am a 30-year resident of the Roaring Fork Valley. Over the years, my family and I have used the recreation facilities at Crown Mountain. We have also enjoyed taking walks along the Roaring Fork River through the Lower Parcel. We greatly appreciate the opportunity to enjoy the special riparian ecosystem, observe the rare yellow orchids and see many stunning birds. I’ve also visited the area with Roaring Fork Audubon and highly recommend that.

The following are my main thoughts about the proposal:

1. I commend the Agency on working with the local counties. I prefer that the property be purchased by either Eagle or Pitkin County, and that they use it to provide the type of facilities they described, specifically, an extension of Crown Mountain Park, affordable housing, senior affordable housing and publicly accessible open space. 

2. I am concerned that the proposed 30-acre parcel extends too far to the northwest, beyond the edge of the already developed working area. I suggest that the property line on the northwest side of the parcel, where it is located directly above the Roaring Fork, is moved into the parcel to the edges of the developed areas, in order to preserve the existing vegetated area. This will also protect viewsheds to development above the river.

3. The Agency stated that they will have an easement over a section of the 30-acre parcel to be conveyed, in order to provide public parking and a recreational trail. The existing fishermen’s parking area and the existing trails that connect to the ditch trail and to the river access trails, are crucial public amenities. I suggest that the Forest Service retain ownership of the land for the existing/future parking area and the existing trails. 

4. If the above suggestions are incorporated into the proposed conveyance, I think an Environmental Assessment will suffice. However, if they are not, I think an Environmental Impact Statement would be necessary as the proposal would have significant impacts on the public.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Suzanne Jackson


