Comment re: Referring to wild free-roaming horses as “feral” horses
The Heber Wild Horse Territory Draft Management Plan and associated documents refer to “feral” horses. The Plan is for the management of wild free-roaming horses, and they should be referred to as such in every aspect of the Plan. 
The Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971 defines wild free-roaming horses as all unbranded and unclaimed horses on public lands of the United States, and the Draft Plan is for the management of wild free-roaming horses in accordance with the Act. 
Places in the Plan where the term “feral” horse is used:
Heber Wild Horse Territory Draft Management Plan (usda.gov)
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bone morphogenetic factor 15 (BMP-15), which are or will undergo scientific studies for possible future
clearance. Intrauterine devices such as the Y-shaped silicone intrauterine device for RSl horses may be
used in horses that are gathered but will be returned to the territory (see Appendix 3: Standard Operating
Procedures for Fertility Reduction Treatments). Additional contraception products and methods may be
used which become licensed for horse use.
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Directions for using the Y-shaped silicone intrauterine device (IUD) for Rl horses: The Y-shaped
silicone TUD for feral horses is to be placed in the uterus of feral horse mares by a veterinarian. The
Y-shaped silicone UD for feral horses s intended for use in feral mares that are at least
approximately 1 year old, where age is determined based on available evidence, such as tooth
eruption pattern. The TUD must be sterilized before use. The IUD is inserted into the uterus using a
thin, tubular applicator, like a shielded culture tube commonly used in equine reproductive veterinary
medicine, in a manner similar to methods used for uterine culture of domestic mares. Feral mares
‘with TUDs should be individually marked and identified (such as with a radio-frequency identification
‘microchip or via visible freeze-brand on the hip or neck).

Caution: These IUDs are only to be used in mares that are confirmed to be not pregnant. Checking
pregnancy status can be accomplished by methods such as a transrectal palpation and/or ultrasound
performed by a veterinarian. If a Y-shaped silicone TUD for feral horses is inserted in the uterus of a
pregnant mare, it may cause the pregnancy to terminate, and the IUD to be expelled.





