
FRIENDS OF MOUNT ROSE PO Box 8409 Reno, NV 89507 
February 7, 2018

Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 

1200 Franklin Way 

Sparks, NV 89431 


via: comments-intermtn-humboldt-toiyabe-carson@fs.fed.us

RE: Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe Atoma Area Expansion Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
On behalf of the Friends of Mt Rose, we are pleased that both action Alternatives 2 and 3 in the DEIS propose a critically important Forest Plan Amendment to prevent future commercial development on the remaining undeveloped 3,446 acres of National Forest Lands acquired in 1994.  We do not necessarily approve of lands that were purchased north of the Mt. Rose Highway to prevent a new real estate development now being utilized for commercial purposes but feel that the prevention of all other future commercial development is an acceptable tradeoff.  We do not support Alternative 1, no action, which would not provide for this Forest Plan Amendment.
The 11 1/2 year-long effort to protect the area from the 1980s ski-condominium-casino resort culminated in 1994 with the transfer of 3,700 acres of private Redfield land to the US Forest Service. The Friends of Mt Rose, along with many community organizations and citizens supported the public acquisition of nearly 3,700 acres of undeveloped land. As you saw in the DVD that recorded the celebration on the mountain in 1994, the intent of the acquisition of the former Redfield lands was to end the proposed Galena Resort ski development and to preserve forever these lands for public access and dispersed recreational use.

This acquisition effort included then Nevada Senator Richard Bryan, the former land owners and resort developers, the American Land Conservancy who worked tirelessly to complete the transfer, US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management leaders and staff, local government, and many organizations and citizens. The 3,700 acres were acquired with $27,000,000 from the sale of public lands in southern Nevada, demonstrating the acquisition of the Galena lands was of high public statewide interest. 

On a part of the acquired lands there is an existing Special Use Permit (SUP) for the Chutes (131 acres) and the Atoma development as proposed will utilize an additional 113 acres of the acquired lands. Therefore, it is important that the USFS acknowledge the rationale for the public acquisition and the promises of protection made to the public who supported the transfer 23 years ago. With this background, we emphasize that the classification of the remaining 3,446 acres in DEIS's proposed Forest Plan Amendment is a long overdue action by the USFS.

We are pleased the Mt Rose Ski Tahoe and the Forest Service will maintain the traditional summer dispersed recreation and backcountry or cross country ski access. We are also pleased to see the decision to provide winter dispersed recreation by reserving 6 parking spaces at the resort and access over the skier bridge and travel around the developed Atoma area. We prefer Alternative 3 and support the change from an open impoundment to a large water tank to support snow-making and the restroom facility.

The USFS and Mt Rose Ski Tahoe have done a credible job in this DEIS and especially the proposed plan amendment. Thank you for considering our comments.

Sincerely,

Dick Benoit, President










