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Comment

The 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule conserves over 58 million acres of multiple-use public lands

managed by the U.S. Forest Service that provide some of the best places to hunt and fish in America. Repealing

safeguards afforded by the Roadless Rule will jeopardize intact fish and wildlife habitat and I urge the U.S.

Department of Agriculture to uphold strong protections for all roadless areas.

 

Across the country, roadless areas provide irreplaceable habitat for native trout and salmon, big game, and other

wildlife. The 2001 Roadless Rule generally prohibits new road construction and industrial logging, while at the

same time keeping these public lands open to habitat improvement projects, hazardous fuels reduction, hunting,

fishing, OHV riding, firewood cutting, grazing, and camping.

 

The 2001 Roadless Rule already allows for balanced forest management, including timber harvest, to reduce the

risk of uncharacteristic wildfire, as well as to restore habitat for sensitive fish and wildlife species. Importantly,

hazardous fuels treatments in roadless areas are commonplace, helping protect at-risk communities and

restoring forest health.

 

If rescinded, new road construction and associated industrial-scale logging will fragment fish and wildlife habitat,

degrade water quality and quantity, and reduce backcountry hunting and fishing opportunities on public lands.

There are 370,000 miles of roads in the National Forest System with a maintenance backlog of $10.8 billion, 55%

of which is due to dilapidated roads that cause sedimentation and erosion that reduce water quality, create

barriers to fish migration, and create public safety hazards. We need to take care of the roads we already have,

not add more roads that we don't have the funding or personnel to maintain.

 

Roadless areas provide some of the best fish and wildlife habitat and hunting and angling opportunities for

Americans of all walks of life. I strongly support maintaining protections for all roadless areas and keeping these

public lands a great place to hunt and fish.
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