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Comments: I am commenting on the Blue Mountains Forest Plan Revision because access to the Catherine

Creek area and surrounding National Forest land in Union County is important to me and my family. We rely on

these public lands for hunting, hiking, camping, fishing, and exploring together. Roads like Forest Roads 7700,

7787, 2036, 2038, and 600, along with their spur roads, are essential for reaching different parts of the forest.

Without these roads, families like mine would be limited to areas near the highway and lose out on valuable

opportunities to spend time outdoors and make memories. Protecting and maintaining existing motorized access

is critical. Where access has already been reduced, it must be restored. The Forest Service must not use wildlife

and habitat direction to further restrict motorized access. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and

final plan must fully disclose and analyze how decisions about roads and access will affect families, local

communities, and the people who use these lands. The plan also needs to support active forest management,

fuels reduction, dependable emergency access, and effective fire response. I am asking the Forest Service to

keep public access open throughout the Catherine Creek area. Any decisions about closing or restricting Forest

Roads 7700, 7787, 2036, 2038, 600, and their spur roads must fully consider the impacts on families and future

generations. Road closures make it much harder for people to reach and enjoy public land. I support responsible

management and forest health, but maintaining access must be a priority. The Forest Plan Revision must protect

both the forest and the ability of people to experience it. Growing up with access to the Blue Mountains gave me

experiences I want to continue sharing with my family. These activities are more than recreation-they build a real

connection to the outdoors. I ask the Forest Service to recognize the importance of this access and ensure that

the Catherine Creek area stays open and available for families now and in the future.


