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Comments: As a professional biologist, person who hikes and camps, and citizen, I am in favor of greater

managed logging in the Blue Mountains draft Forest plan Revision to stimulate a healthier mixed canopy  more

open forest ecosystems, reduce massive wildfire risk and improve habitat for elk and other plant and animal

species. However, plans to define roads, degree of vehicle access and roadless areas are strongly and

scientifically needed to also promote a healthy ecosystem and habitat for key species such as elk and their

predators. The science is clear that disturbance by motor vehicles must be regulated and modulated throughout

the forest plan areas to be appropriate and compatible with elk and other species utilizing the habitat versus

being negatively affected and moved off the habitat. The best available science on roads and travel management

should be applied rigorously and be a part of the plan to protect the areas from being harmed.


