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Comments: I would like to submit a comment supporting climbing in wilderness areas. I used to work as a

wilderness ranger in Desolation Wilderness, and understand the need to protect the wilderness. I also am a

climber who has climbed in alpine wilderness areas in the Unites States. Climbing in wilderness areas can be

done sustainably, and has been done that way for many years. A blanket ban on fixed hardware in wilderness

areas would create unsafe situations in the alpine. Many alpine climbs require rappel hardware for climbers to

rappel off of technical peaks. These anchors and hardware can be sustainably maintained. The current status

quo has worked well. There are other examples of real impacts to wilderness areas that are causing true harm to

the environment, so I believe the efforts should be focused to where the real negative impacts are occurring

instead of focusing on lower impacts such as climbing. 


