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To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing to express concern about the proposed quartz mining and prospecting across 337 acres in the
Ouachita National Forest.

The potential impact to Lake Winona is especially alarming. The Environmental Assessment indicates
sedimentation in the watershed could increase by up to 825%, posing a serious risk to a critical drinking water
source for Central Arkansas. Protecting water quality must be a top priority.

Additionally, increased sediment and turbidity could harm the upper Saline River, degrading habitat, recreation,
and local economic benefits tied to outdoor use. The proposal also risks impacting sensitive species, including
the Northern long-eared bat, Indiana bat, and Arkansas fatmucket mussel.

At a minimum, | urge the Forest Service to adopt the reduced-impact alternative and exclude mining near Lake
Winona. Given the broader environmental risks, | strongly encourage reconsideration of any new mining in these
areas.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Curatolo

Alexandra Curatolo



