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Comments: This misguided and massive manipulation project has no place in Wilderness and would violate the

mandate of the 1964 Wilderness Act to preserve the area's wildness and its wilderness character. In addition, the

agency's plan could include using helicopters and chainsaws, another violation of the letter and spirit of the law.

The Forest Service has promised since the 1980s that it will allow lightning-caused fires to play their natural role

in the BWCAW. However, with very few exceptions, the Forest Service has continued to put out nearly all natural

fires in the Wilderness over the past 40 years. And while the Forest Service claims in the new draft EA that one

of the project's purposes is to allow natural fires to burn in the BWCAW, there is no analysis in the draft EA about

whether, when, or how the Forest Service will allow natural fires to do this if the proposed action occurs. It

appears to be yet another repetition of the same old broken promise. I support Alternative 3, which calls for No

Action in the Wilderness.


