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Comments: When I am swimming in a PNW river is when I feel most alive, it is when I feel most certain that life is

worth living. Our precious rivers have brought so much enrichment and healing into my life that I knew I had to do

everything in my power to protect them. It is what inspired me to dedicate my life to environmental advocacy. 

 

My niece is now 4 years old, this last summer we swam in the Skykomish River together for this first time. I knew

when I saw the wonder and love in her eyes, when I heard the joy in her laughter, that she felt it too. The river is

previous, she is our kin, our loved one, she is LIFE. 

 

Water IS life. Our rivers are the arteries that keep life's sacred heart beating. Without them we have nothing.

Without healthy watersheds our rivers will die. It is not a platitude, it is scientific and spiritual fact. There is no Life

on Earth without them. 

 

I am writing, for my niece, for a livable future on this planet, and for my own beating, loving heart... 

 

It is essential that we preserve our remaining mature and old-growth trees and forests. They help protect our

climate, filter drinking water, shelter wildlife, and provide many other essential benefits.

 

This draft proposal allows old-growth trees to be sent to the mill and allows agency staff to manage old-growth

out of existence in pursuit of "proactive stewardship" goals. The draft also contains ambiguous language that

could be used to justify continued commercial logging of old growth in the Tongass.

 

I urge you to strengthen the proposal to:

1. End the cutting of old-growth trees in all national forests and forest types and end the cutting of any trees in

old-growth stands in moist forest types.

 

2. End any commercial exchange of old-growth trees. Even in the rare circumstances where an old-growth tree is

cut (e.g. public safety), that tree should not be sent to the mill.

 

3. Protect mature forests and trees - future old growth - from the threat of commercial logging in order to recover

old growth that has been lost to past mismanagement. Protection of mature forests can be accomplished in a

manner that is consistent with addressing the threat of fire.

 

I urge you to ensure that we are protecting our oldest trees and forests. Failure to do so undermines the

objectives of this amendment, contravenes the direction of Executive Order 14072, and ignores 500,000+ public

comments the agency received on last summer's advance notice of proposed rulemaking. 

 

For the sake of all of us, but especially the young people who need the climate protections and other benefits that

forests provide, please strengthen the amendment to protect mature and old-growth forests. Thank you.

 


