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Comments: Mature and old-growth trees and forests protect our climate in numerous ways. Logging them

deprives us of the benefits and beauty of our largest, oldest trees.

 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement fails to protect old-growth trees and forests. The proposal allows old-

growth trees to be sent to the mill and allows agency staff to manage old-growth out of existence in pursuit of

"proactive stewardship" goals. The draft also contains ambiguous language that could be used to justify

continued commercial logging of old growth in the Tongass.

 

The final record of decision should:

1.End the cutting of old-growth trees in all national forests and forest types and end the cutting of any trees in

old-growth stands in moist forest types.

2.End any commercial exchange of old-growth trees. Even in the rare circumstances where an old-growth tree is

cut (e.g. public safety), that tree should not be sent to the mill.

 

These trees and forests preserve what this country looked like prior to settlement.  That is worth saving.

 

Thank you.


