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If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic; 

Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments.

Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov 

 

Dear Forest Service:

 

 

Thank you for accepting this scoping comment in support of the Forest Service's proposed amendment to the

Northwest Forest Plan (NFP). The forests of the NFP region are vital to our region, providing cold, clean water for

people and wildlife, inspiring places for contemplation and recreation, older forests home to rare species, climate

change mitigation, and job opportunities.

 

In modernizing the NFP, it is crucial that we ensure that these ecosystem services continue to flow from our

national forests and that they are able to adapt to a changing climate. Here are key considerations for the

changes to the NFP:

 

First, the amendment must protect and conserve mature and old growth trees and forests in both moist and

seasonally dry forestsl. While the NFP reserved many older forests in 1994, it did not protect them all, which has

led to controversy among stakeholders. Thus, the NFP amendment must sustain and replenish older trees and

forests into the future.

 

Second, the amendment must recognize and address the effects of climate change, particularly the increase in

very large and severe wildfires. While the NFP considers the essential role that wildfire plays in our forests, the

size and severity of wildfires has far exceeded expectations. The amendment should reassess the conservation

strategies for both moist and seasonally dry forests, considering the evolving role of wildfire and incorporating

Indigenous and cultural burning practices. Consulting with regional Tribes is crucial.

 

Third, conservation of the northern spotted owl, marbled murrelet, and native salmonids was a cornerstone of the

1994 Northwest Forest Plan, and an amendment should only maintain and enhance protections for at-risk fish

and wildlife. The NFP amendment should bolster efforts to recover wildlife, recognizing the ongoing threat of

climate change and past management practices. To protect biodiversity in the era of climate change, the

amendment must ensure habitat resilience from disturbances such as wildfire, drought, disease, and insects.

 

Finally, the amendment should recognize shifts in our region's socioeconomic landscape since 1994. While forest

management will always be a part of the Pacific Northwest economy, recreation and other pursuits now draw

more people to our region than ever before. Building a modern forest restoration workforce will contribute to

ecological resilience of our National Forests and ensure continued public enjoyment of these lands we all value.

 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments on the Forest Service's proposed climate-smart amendment

to the Northwest Forest Plan.

 



In addition to this stop dropping fire retardant in >50% canopy density, a lot of my friends and I have witnessed

profound acute, painful health effects from mild exposure in circumstances where it was unnecessary. 

Less heat seeking cameras which don't show the heat past 8" into the earth leading to a false sense of security, 

More personelle in the bottom of the chain of the work force. Low level GS to collect firewood for these rural

communities that have a lot of discontent to express about the current land management practices in fuels

reduction. 

Community events at the grassroots level to get people involved in land management on a greater scale. The

engagement can be standard but the intent being to get every soul involved that's possible, "many hands make

light work"

 

 

Sincerely,

Sebastian Nowicki 

 

 <http://url1111.newmode.org/wf/open?upn=hOd0RNZ64-

2BChg3tKPIl2aSSWEW1vub9gSkXhFNQj11uYnHqNfPezKHG0B-

2FxZn76Cg9w4wM0VPyPexn6XjXx50gB9bJCpzWvmsoKv9N5kQImQ4M5R3DLWb5-

2BW8JoHtQScVu4UjeHIfZnunICwIbC4Ga7Nm-

2B7DRmpooPf3QuqUmdAQ0LIIN6Yy32ZBxSJ7E0kJVL8eHarjbnqb7tf4SE6LuSqNxC4kpTMoKs17WJQit-

2B5Ro1PlsbixqXGfVTNVzM90lhRbRQp5LIsvIEVCtXbYTk3nMPCb5oh4mUsDj1SqmNvVf-

2FMKIdG5A6zfftZSQp9ih59Zb8lvk3QkH8GD31JJQyIbYY-2BI6Tel8rpwMyUHZK-

2FW3pH6UPRDhYGVsSHrqE4n8xW55ktG6HuVbC3ukU9p8UZr04lehwkk9iWOVoP7nOK8TovZ3CzoY5beHedz-

2Bu4ogApFW83HXMHlXCMbaahDvQ-3D-3D> 

 


