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Comments: Please draft the strongest possible rule to protect both old-growth and mature forests from
commercial logging! Timber companies should not be able to strip our national forests of ecologically vital
carbon-sequestering trees for their own profit; they've done more than enough ecological and cultural damage to
this continent already, and if they want to stay in business, they can and should put their own money into
acquiring privately-held land and putting their own tree farm there. We collectively need and depend on the
myriad ecosystem services provided by healthy forests - e.g., rain generation; temperature moderation; food
production; water filtration; habitat provision for the animals which would otherwise go extinct *or*, as in the case
of some "nuisance" wildlife, be forced into unhealthily close proximity to humans - and, given the damage we've
already done and are continuing to do to our country's old-growth and mature forests via both logging and
anthropogenic climate change, our surviving forests need all the protection they can get. Please draft the
strongest possible protections and implement them as swiftly as possible! Thank you!



