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Comments: I'm commenting as the Klamath Meadows Partnership (KMP) Coordinator, on behalf of over 20

organizations and agencies that make up our growing Partnership. The KMP's region spans the southern

Cascades, Klamath Mountains, and North Coast Range, geographically aligned with the Northwest Forest area

of California. As a unified group, we are concerned with the need for meadows to be explicitly addressed in the

Forest Plan Amendment due to insufficient attention to meadows with the previous Plan. We eagerly anticipate

Amendments to the 30-year-old Forest Plan with the six interrelated topics, multiple of which are related to

meadow management, restoration, and conservation. Healthy meadows can improve fire resilience by providing

fire breaks across the landscape; healthy meadows are resilient to effects of climate change by providing

exceptional carbon sequestration given their limited extent across the forest landscape; meadows have provided

important cultural resources for time immemorial that contribute to present day indigenous knowledge for

landscape management; and, healthy meadows are biodiversity hot spots that are home to threatened and

endangered species. There are many more ecosystem services that meadows provide, and thus reasons to

incorporate meadow ecosystems into the Forest Plan Amendment. Furthermore, the Forest Service Region 5

Ecological Restoration Leadership Intent document calls to "Restore at least 50% of accessible, degraded forest

meadows to improve their habitat function and ability to hold water longer into the summer and deliver clean

water when most needed." Please consider our comments and include meadows going forward with the

Northwest Forest Plan Amendment.


