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Comments: An interpretation of the wilderness act that categorically defines bolts as installations, and subjects

them to MRA analysis, is a poor policy decision that is not legally necessary. It is possible to achieve the overall

goal of good climbing and resource management without making bolts de facto illegal on all USFS-managed

wilderness. A more nuanced policy that recognizes the legitimacy of climbing and the importance/historic nature

of bolts and other anchors, while also requiring responsible climbing development in the wilderness is not only

possible, but would better meet the needs of the public and land managers.


