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Comments: Add a new section, 2355, to Forest Service Manual (FSM) 2300 - Recreation, Wilderness, and

Related Resource Management, Chapter 2350 - Trail, River, and Similar Recreation Opportunities, which would

provide that climbing is an appropriate use of NFS lands (proposed FSM 2355.03, para. 1)-including in

wilderness-when conducted in accordance with applicable law and Forest Service directives and consistent with

the applicable land management plan (proposed FSM 2355.03, para. 4); that a climbing management plan be

developed, as funding and resources allow, for climbing opportunities in wilderness, and for climbing

opportunities outside wilderness where the District Ranger determines that climbing is causing adverse resource

impacts or use conflicts (proposed FSM 2355.21); that fixed anchors and fixed equipment are installations for

purposes of section 4(c) of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1133(c)) (proposed FSM 2355.32, para. 1); that a

Forest Supervisor may authorize the placement or replacement of fixed anchors and fixed equipment in

wilderness based on a case-specific determination that they are the minimum necessary for administration of the

area for Wilderness Act purposes, including primitive or unconfined recreation and preservation of wilderness

character (proposed FSM 2355.32, para. 1); that existing fixed anchors and fixed equipment in wilderness may

be retained pending completion of a Minimum Requirements Analysis, as funding and resources allow, that

determines they are the minimum necessary to facilitate primitive or unconfined recreation or otherwise preserve

wilderness character (FSM 2355.32, para. 5)


