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Comments: This is a terrible idea, will place an impossible administrative burden on already understaffed

agencies and the resulting legal quagmire will lead to loss of life, as seen in 2013 when a climber was killed by

rockfall in North Cascades National Park following regulations around anchors that forced him off the previous

fixed anchor line and into an unsafe rappel location. You want blood on your hands? The guilty-until-proven-

innocent rule will also prevent local climbing areas from replacing worn-out hardware on bolted climbs until

management sorts through the backlog - maybe never. How many rappelling or lowering accidents could happen

on worn-out rings until then? Reconsider this disastrous plan. A few bits of metal in the wilderness are not

threatening the character of the wilderness. Look at other use cases if you want to find the people and activities

impacting protected areas. Banning all campfires, fireworks, cigarettes and other sources of flame would be a

much better way to look after our wild places.


