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Comments: I am in favor of allowing Class 1 E-bike access and usage on the  Syllamo Bike Trails on Sylamore

Ranger District of Ozark St. Francis National Forest, and also the Womble Trail on the Caddo-Womble and

Mena-Oden Ranger Districts of Ouachita National Forest. One critical element of Class 1 Ebike usage on these

trails that is overlooked when evaluating impacts and the efficacy of allowing Ebikes, is the long-term, positive

benefit of additional access and opportunities for off road (trail)  biking for individuals with disabilities. Class 1

Ebikes are commonly used by induviduals with various disabilities to assist with power transfer and pedal

assistance to sustain momentum that would not be possible without an Ebike. People with disabilities already

face a multitude of challenges in life, access to recreation mountain bike trail riding opportunities should not be

another hurdle for them to cross. If access to trail riding opportunities on the 2 subject trails is not approved,

people with mobility limitations will incur long-term direct, negative consequencesby by being excluded from trail

riding opportunities on lands and trail systems that are fit for this type of inclusivity. By allowing Class 1 E bike

usage on these 2 trail systems, additional recreation opportunities will be provided to those that already lack

sufficient availability of trails and trail systems that accommodate their need for pedal assistance in order to enjoy

the sport they love in the setting (mountain) and surface (trail) it was meant to be conducted upon.  It's called

mountain biking or trail riding for a reason. Simply put, there is never enough consideration of those with

disabilities when evaluating whether to allow Ebike usage on trails throughout Forest System Land! This needs to

change for all Federal land management agencies that have explicit directives to provide sufficient and

reasonable recreation access and opportunities for all types of recreators, especially those with disabilities or

handicaps as per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)! Thank you for considering my comments. 


