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Comments: After near-total forest clearing during the 1800s, the forests at the foot of the Sandwich Range have

regrown and matured, and many have been unlogged since agricultural abandonment. These healthy, mature

forests store vast amounts of carbon, and they will recover the characteristics of an old-growth forest if allowed to

grow older. Recent studies show that unlogged forests in the Northeast will continue to accumulate and store far

more carbon than is contained in logged forests or in wood products. Logging and burning these carbon-dense

forests would immediately release significant amounts of carbon into the atmosphere, worsening the climate

crisis. President Biden issued an Executive Order in 2022 directing the Forest Service to conserve mature forests

just like those targeted for logging in the Sandwich Vegetation Management Project. Instead of racing headlong

to cut these climate-critical forests, the Forest Service should allow them to grow old.

 


