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Comments: I would like to register my opposition to grazing domestic animals in the high Uintas Wilderness.

Allowing domestic animals to graze compromises the ecological integrity of the area in numerous ways that

should be obvious. Why obvious? Because it involves a significant number of animals utilizing the area to feed

themselves which takes away that resource from wildlife and changes many aspects of the ecology. It can be no

other way, and any attempt to minimize this is problematic. It would be like telling a rancher who owns 1,000

acres of pasturage that we are now going to graze 1,000 bison on his fields. He would say that would take it

away from his needs. In an even worse manner, this grazing of domestic animals drastically compromises

Wilderness area. There has been attempts in the past to ignore these costs and to allow domestic grazing with

the perspective that it is not affecting the characteristics of the wilderness area. It is time for that. illigitimate myth

to die, and along with it the biased policies that have favored domestic grazing throughout the west. The High

uintas Wilderness area is a place to start engaging in this more realistic approach.


