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First name: Andrew

Last name: Downs

Organization: Appalachian Trail Conservancy

Title: Senior Regional Director

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We have three items to consider:

1) Due to the immediate safety issue, we support the removal of the Overmountain Shelter

2) Given the deep attachement to this facility, we ask for the USFS to explore a mechanisim for interested
members of the public to retain a portion of the shelter for personal value.

3) We ask that the Forest Service utilize the ongoing Visitor Use Management planning process to determine
what if any facilities are constructed onsite and if the nearby Stan Murray shelter would require an upgrade or
relocation to address the demand for overnight accomidations created by the absense of the Overmountain
Shelter.

Thank you for your consideration.



