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Comments: Mature and old-growth forest definitions must be concise, simple, and inclusive to be operationally
effective. The regional policy for the Pacific Northwest defines mature trees as trees 80 or older. Applying this
definition more broadly in a protective policy will conserve our most climate and carbon-critical forests. Such
forests collectively contain the bulk of the carbon currently stored in federal forests and they continue to
sequester carbon at substantial rates. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and biodiversity
benefits, and important sources of drinking water and clean air for communities.



