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Comments: "Chief Seattle's 1854 Oration -ver.1.WHEN THE LAST REDMANHAS VANISHED FROM THE
EARTH,AND THE MEMORY IS ONLY THE SHADOW OF A CLOUD PASSING OVER THE PRAIRIE, THESE
SHORES AND FOREST WILLSTILL HOLD THE SPIRITS OF MY PEOPLE,FOR THEY LOVE THIS EARTH
ASTHE NEWBORN LOVES ITS MOTHER'S HEARTBEAT.....CONTINUE TO CONTAMINATE YOUR BED,AND
YOU WILL ONE NIGHT SUFFOCATEIN YOUR OWN WASTE,WHEN THE BUFFALO ARE ALL
SLAUGHTERED,THE WILD HORSES ALL TAMED,THE SECRET CORNERS OF THE FORESTHEAVY WITH
THE SCENT OF MEN,AND THE VIEW OF THE RIPE HILLSBLOTTED BY TALKING WIRES,WHERE IS THE
THICKET GONE.WHERE IS THE EAGLE GONE.AND WHAT IS IT TO SAY GOODBYETO THE SWIFT AND
THE HUNTTHE END OF LIVINGAND THE BEGINNING OF SURVIVAL... "CHIEF SEATTLE
1855"

Thank you for taking the next steps to advance President Bidens Executive Order (Strengthening the Nation's
Forests, Communities, and Local Economies) to fulfill the Presidents directive to provide lasting protection for
these trees, and to make progress toward the Presidents goal to protect 30% of lands by the year 2030. As you
know, conserving our remaining mature and old-growth forests and trees on federal lands represents one of the
simplest and most cost-effective climate policies the U.S. can deploy at scale. Moreover, we know that the
climate and biodiversity crises are growing exponentially worse, and we are running out of time to act.

Mature and old-growth forests collectively contain the bulk of the carbon already stored in federal forests and
they continue to sequester carbon at high rates. They also provide, across forest types, vital habitat and
biodiversity benefits, and important sources of drinking water for communities. Critically, protecting mature
forests today will provide the foundation for recovering old-growth ecosystems for the future. We are already
seeing the impacts of a warming climate and it is critically important to create a meaningful rule that can be easily
implemented across the landscape to protect the most high-value climate forests. For these reasons, please
consider mature trees to be defined as no less than 80 years old.

President Bidens Earth Day Executive Order rightly recognized the essential role mature and old-growth forests
play as a climate solution, and the urgent need to confront the threats these forests face - including from logging.
Please work swiftly to create a strong, lasting rule across federal public lands that protect existing mature and
old-growth trees and forests and allows the recovery of forests that have been lost. Now more than ever, our
climate forests are worth more standing.



