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Dear Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest,

 

Please accept my comments on the 2022 IDFG Sheep Collaring Project (Salmon and Red River Ranger

Districts).

 

I urge the Forest Service (FS) to REJECT Idaho Fish and Game's (IDFG) request to use helicopters to pursue,

capture, and collar up to 20 bighorn sheep in the Gospel Hump and Frank Church-River of No Return

Wildernesses, including the Salmon Wild and Scenic River corridor !! 

 

Helicopter pursuit and capture would cause UNDUE STRESS on the bighorn sheep !! Not only that, but THE

USE OF HELICOPTERS IN WILDERNESS IS PROHIBITED by the Wilderness Act and the Forest Service's

Wilderness implementing regulations, and this project is FUNDAMENTALLY ANTITHETICAL TO PROTECTING

WILDERNESS IN IT'S UNTRAMMELED STATE!! The USE OF HELICOPTERS in the Wild and Scenic River

corridor IS ALSO PROHIBITED by the Frank Church-River of No Return Management Plan !! All told, this

PROJECT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH MANAGING WILDERNESS AND MUST BE REJECTED!! 

 

FEDERAL JUDGES HAVE ADMONISHED the FS and IDFG for their RUSHED IMPLEMENTATION OF

UNLAWFUL HELICOPTER PROJECTS IN WILDERNESS IN THE PAST, with the courts warning the FS that it

"must proceed very cautiously here BECAUSE THE LAW IS NOT ON THEIR SIDE if they intend to proceed with

further helicopter projects in the [Wilderness]!!" It's wrong for the agency to entertain authorizing another such

project following decisive legal opinions on past helicopter use for similar wildlife collaring projects.

 

The Forest Service NEEDS TO UPHOLD THE LAW and REJECT IDFG's latest proposal for MOTORIZED

INTRUSION AND INTENTIONAL TRAMMELING of the Gospel Hump and Frank Church-River of No Return

Wildernesses in Idaho !! IDFG needs to conduct this project OUTSIDE of Wilderness !!

 

Thank you.

 

Sincerely,

Holly Buchanan

13898 Nash Drive

Rancho Cucamnga, CA 91739

909-489-4128

 

 


