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Comments: To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to urge you to consider the conservation alternative put together by P1100 for the management of the
Manti-La Sal National Forest. The conservation alternative can be viewed here:

https://www.mantilasalconservationalternative.org/post/the-conservation-alternative

It is important to keep managed honeybees off of forest service land in order to protect native bees. There is a
broad body of research demonstrating negative effects of honeybees on native bees, particularly at high
densities (as would be expected from apiaries). Specifically, honeybees can compete with native bees for floral
resources, they can reduce the nest density of native bees near apiaries, they can spread pathogens to native
bees.

Relevant research includes:

Garibaldi, L. A., N. Pérez-Méndez, G. D. Cordeiro, A. Hughes, M. Orr, I. Alves-dos-Santos, B. M. Freitas, F.
Freitas de Oliveira, et al. 2021. Negative impacts of dominance on bee communities: Does the influence of
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Honeybees are also well-documented to have negative effects on bumblebees, which is of special concern in the
Manti-La Sal National Forest due to the presence of Bombus occidentalis. For example, see:
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resources. Ecology letters 19: 1247-1255. doi:10.1111/ele.12659.
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This is just a portion of the relevant research. Given the likely negative effects of honeybee apiaries on native
bees in the Manti-La Sal National Forest, | encourage you to prevent the stocking of honeybees on Forest
Service land and to consider the conservation alterative put forward by P1100.

Sincerely,

Zach Portman, PhD



