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Comments: Prescribed Burn Public Comment

 

For many years I have had to watch the forests of Idaho and Utah burn uncontrollably due to what I believe were

poor forest management decisions driven by environmental extremists.  Thus, I am generally favorable to the

proposed prescribed burn action for the Fishlake National Forest.  

 

I believe that natural fires were historically nature's way of maintaining healthy forests.  However, today, with

man's well-intentioned interference and the pine bark beetle, the forests have become a high-risk tinderbox and

natural burns often get totally out of control.  Well-designed prescribed burns should be the best management

practice.  In addition to the prescribed burns, the logging of suitable areas should also be considered. 

 

My major concern relative to the proposed action is that proper consideration is given to the effects of the burns

on the lakes and streams in the Boulder Mountains.  Following a burn, the soil is damaged and is subject to

extreme erosion over several years, which can negatively affect water quality and aquatic resources. Damage to

lakes can be permanent.

 

The Fishlake Forest Management should enlist water quality experts from your staff and from the Utah Division of

Wildlife Management to help plan the burns to minimize the soil damage and erosion risk near these water

resources.   It is well known that recovery of soil to where erosion is reduced will take nearly five years in most

cases.  So, burn sizes well under the 40,000 as discussed in your April 12, 2021 letter should be used to allow

burns in relatively small targeted areas away from aquatic resources.  

Small and distributed burn areas can serve as firebreaks to large uncontrolled burns.

 

Furthermore, these burn areas should also be staggered over several years to further minimize the risk to the

aquatic resources. While the benefits of prescribed burns can be substantial so can the irreparable damage to

the fisheries present in the Boulder Mountains.

 

Thank you for considering my comments.

 


