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Comments: Everybody knows that COVID had impacts on all businesses.  After reading this proposal, I see why

Purgatory wants to expand but are all the multi-uses of the SJNF being addressed.  Anytime you have any

ground disturbance, there is going to be a negative impact on wildlife, vegetation, fish, and water.  Especially

water, watershed will be adversely affected by this expansion which will in turn affect the fish most specifically the

reintroduction of new fish.  The plan says wetlands will not be affected which is not possible, I don't care how

careful you are. This coupled with increased recreation will not help any of the afore mentioned items.  Anytime

you enter more human elements the natural elements suffer.  

 

Recreation is huge across SJNF but are not really regulated by USFS personnel.  There are not enough Law

Enforcement to actually regulate campers, hikers or mountain bikers let alone ATV and Vehicle traffic.  All of

these are responsible   for erosion of streams, trails, and landscape as well as trash strewn all over. The General

Public must think there are trash collectors and trail crews across SJNF but there are not.  Is Purgatory going to

start cleaning up after the General Public when they spillover onto the SJNF.  The only people USFS and to

some extent Purgatory seems to want to blame is the only people that pay for the use of the forest - allotment

owners.  

 

There is not one mention of how this will affect the allotment owner for this particular grazing permit or if there will

be any compensation for this person.  It appears that the allotment will be decreased.  Is the allotment owner

going to be compensated in some way for this and is the amount of AMU's also going to be affected?  Does this

shorten the grazing season and will Purgatory be held accountable for their infrastructure maintenance such as

fences?

 

This plan also says that emissions will be neglible.  How is that possible when there will be more snowmobiles on

the new trail and more people on the ski runs?  This seems short sighted.  The most emissions might not be in

this particular section but with more trails and ski runs, there will be more emissions somewhere.

 

Why is it ok for Purgatory to expand when they have not fulfilled all of their obligations with respect to the SJNF.

Fences and trails are also Purgatory's responsibility.  What does SJNF get out of this proposal?  There should be

something in return it seems. 

 

 

 


