
Data Submitted (UTC 11): 10/26/2020 4:03:35 PM

First name: Alexia

Last name: Sites

Organization: 

Title: 

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity for the public to engage on FSM 7700 and 7710, which would revise

Forest Service directives to update and clarify guidance on management of electric bicycle (e-bike) use on

National Forest System lands.

 

The proposed directives could jeopardize this funding and increase user conflict if non-motorized trails were to

become reclassified as motorized to allow for eMTBs. Instead, the final directive must reconsider how to allow

class 1 eMTBs on select non-motorized trails while retaining a trail's non-motorized status, similar to the recent

Department of Interior final rule. The final directive can be further improved by following the International

Mountain Bicycling Association's management recommendations: managing the three classes of e-bikes

separately from one another, and prohibiting class 2 and class 3 eMTBs on natural surface, non-motorized trails.

 

I am a class 1 eMTB rider that has been able to ride after a severe back injury because of the class 1 pedal

assistance. These bikes are the future for a lot of people and differentiating the classes is an important step is

protecting our trails.


