
Data Submitted (UTC 11): 10/23/2020 6:00:00 AM

First name: daisy

Last name: kunzler

Organization: 

Title: 

Comments: RECREATION IMPACTS

 

It is noted in the DEIS that the local communities rely heavily on tourism to support their economies" and that

"[t]he analysis area is a popular area for a variety of recreation activities on both private and public lands," yet

there is no report, information, or analysis on how the Stibnite proposal will affect tourism, recreation, or the

related economic benefits to local communities. A supplemental report and information are needed accordingly.

 

Sources are out of date (many are 2003 and 2010) in the context of Idaho experiencing a population boom, and

its residents holding high value in recreation opportunities.

 

Idaho's Recreation and tourism generates $7.8 billion in consumer spending and support 78,000 jobs; 79% of

Idaho's residents participate in outdoor recreation; and recreation opportunities is a recruitment tool for

businesses used to attract and retain workers (Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2018; Idaho Business for

the Outdoors, 2020). Recreation and tourism are a big deal locally, state-wide, and nationally and thus, please

provide the missing information on impacts to recreation and recreation and tourism economies as related to the

Stibnite Alternatives and a management plan and contingencies for the recreation in the area per each

alternative.

 

Also,these stand out in the guiding Principles of the Forest
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- We use the best scientific knowledge in making decisions and select the most appropriate technologies in the

management of resources. This report does not include the best scientific knowledge and therefore is insufficient

for comment.

 

- We follow laws, regulations, executive direction, and congressional intent.

 

Specifics from the DEIS

 

1. InS? ection3.4.3.3.17SOCIALANDECONOMICCONDITIONS?,theDEIS notes that "Communities near the

analysis area are rural and rely heavily on tourism and the trade industry to support their economies" and yet the

Recreation section of the DEIS (?3.19 beginning on page 603?) does not include any information on the impact

the project will have on local recreation.

 

- Please provide an economic analysis of the local tourism economy and the Stibnite impacts including methods,

sources, and data relevant to the most recent 2-3 years.

 

2. Thecitedrecreationuseon?pg.603?"Theanalysisareaisapopularareaforavarietyof recreation activities on both

private and public lands." A summary statement of the importance and abundance of recreation in the analysis

area is provided; however, the entirety of the recreation section does not mention or address how recreation will

be impacted by the Stibnite project, nor does it provide recent sources in its descriptions of uses (sources are out

of dates, esp. In the context of Idaho's booming population, noting its value of recreation (census.gov, 2020; Foy,

2020; Raphelson, 2017; Men's Journal, 2019). Please provide information on impacts to economic and social

cultural benefits of recreation to local communities and state, national, and international visitors in a supplemental

DEIS that can be reviewed.



 

3. Citedonpg.615"?RecreationisconsideredamajoruseintheBigCreekarea?ofPNF MA 13 (Forest Service 2003a),"

is cited using a 2003 reference (17 years out of date). Per the National Forest Management Act and ROS, the FS

is required to provide recreation opportunities. As Idaho is currently the fastest growing state in the nation since

2016 and it is noted that current and inbound residents value recreation highly (a motivating factor in their move

to this state) (census.gov, 2020; Foy, 2020; Raphelson, 2017; Men's Journal, 2019), please include and disclose

more recent resources for recreation use analysis of this area in a supplemental DEIS in order to inform

substantial and informed comments.
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a. FURTHER related to more recent data being taken into account is this:

 

- Recreation is Idaho's outdoor recreation economy generates $7.8 billion

 

in consumer spending and support 78,000 jobs

 

- 79% of Idaho's residents participate in outdoor recreation

 

- Our outdoors are a recruitment tool for businesses used to attract and

 

retain workers

 

- Areas in the West with protected wilderness, national parks and

 

recreational assets have higher growth rate and higher per-capita income

 

- Medical savings and improved physical and mental health are associated

 

with outdoor lifestyles

 

(Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2018; Idaho Business for the Outdoors, 2020)

 

4. Similarlytotheabove,citedonpage6? 15?usessourcescitedfrom2003-2010,whichare are inadequate and out of

date, especially in the context of Idaho's growing population, recreation interests, and general economic benefits

to local Idaho citizens (census.gov, 2020; Foy, 2020; Raphelson, 2017; Men's Journal, 2019). Please provide

more up to date information and analysis. "Recreation users in the analysis area are mostly locals, originating

from areas in the analysis area such as Yellow Pine, Warm Lake, Big Creek/Edwardsburg, and areas just west of

the analysis area including Cascade and Long Valley (Forest Service 2010).

 

Users particularly in the western portion of the analysis area also are from populated areas further south

including Treasure Valley and Boise (Forest Service 2010). As noted in the Payette Forest Plan for PNF MA 13,

though most use is local, "users come through the area from all over the country to use the adjacent Wilderness

[FCRNRW], especially during big-game hunting seasons" (Forest Service 2003a)." This section further presents

information that needs clarification. Cited local areas such as recreationists being mostly local, but also from the

Treasure Valley, Boise, and from all over the country, what effect will the Stibnite project have on these local,

Treasure Valley/ Boise/ other Idaho, national and even international visitor's uses? There is no information on

impact to visitors or the local tourism economies that depend upon them

 



5. ThepurposeoftheValleyCountyComprehensivePlanistopromotethehealth, safety, and general welfare of the

people of the state of Idaho, and in part, to ensure the
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protection of "fish, wildlife, and recreation resources" (Valley County 2018). The Valley County Comprehensive

Plan also includes a Recreation and Open Space goal "To promote and support a viable recreation and tourism

program ..." (Valley County 2018). Objectives include creating improvements for more varied recreation

opportunities, promoting development of new recreation facilities when compatible with land use goals, and

protecting access to public lands (Valley County 2018).

 

a. Note of this law denotes local work and law to protect recreation resources in Valley County. Again, the current

DEIS does not provide information on how recreation in the area will be impacted and provides out of date

sources on current use.

 

b. Pleaseprovideinformationonimpactincludingeconomicimpactstothese local economies that rely on tourists, per

EIS requirements.

 

c. Please provide an economic analysis of the local tourism economy and the Stibnite impacts including methods,

sources, and data relevant to the most recent 2-3 years.


