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Comments: Table 146 on page 638 of Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Coconino National Forest
Land and Resource Management Plan, Volume 2 states that under Alternatives B,C, and D the acres managed
for natural-appearing scenery are 99% of forest. Page 600 of the same volume states "Wilderness areas around
Sedona are regularly impacted by aerial tours whose low altitude and noise disrupt wilderness character through
the sights and sounds of human presence". Page 638 of the same volume states "Research has shown that
high-quality scenery , especially that related to natural-appearing forests, enhances people's lives and benefits
society" and "This research indicates that people value most highly the more visually attractive and natural-
appearing landscapes”. Your analysis has not adequately addressed the negative impacts of helicopters for air
tours in your affected environment. Helicopters are not part of the "natural-appearing scenery" on the Coconino
National Forest and should be considered a negative impact on visitors, their experience, and on wildlife
resources. Please provide an analysis of helicopter use in wilderness areas and below the Mogollon Rim in the
Sedona Oak Creek area.



