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Comments: Please do not log the Tongass. Logging the Tongass has been tremendously costly for taxpayers. A

new report estimates that timber sales from the forest have cost taxpayers $1.7 billion over four decades. The

roughly 17 million-acre Tongass is the largest national forest in the United States. Since time immemorial it has

been the traditional homelands of the Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian peoples. Alaska Natives rely on the area for

culture, traditional hunting, fishing and livelihoods. People from around the world visit the Tongass for world-class

recreation, sport and commercial fishing. Timber only contributes 1% to Southeast Alaska's economy, while the

fishing and tourism industries contribute 26%. Stop making Southeast Alaskans' lives more difficult by

threatening our true economic drivers."

 


