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Comments:  AML and Forage Allocation: The Appropriate Management Level (AML) must be in conformance

with the 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act (WFRHBA). To meet the minimum standard for a

genetically viable herd, AML should be at least 150 horses (in order to have 50 effective breeding animals). This

is specifically recommended by the BLM Wild Horse and Burro Handbook in order to maintain an acceptable

level of genetic diversity (Cothran, 2009). AUMs or forage allocation within the Heber Wild Horse Territory must

be designated "principally but not necessarily exclusively to wild horses" as outlined in the 1971 Act (WFRHBA).

At minimum, the Heber Herd should be allocated 5


