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Comments: | support alternative 1 in the Rulemaking for Alaska Roadless Areas.

The original rule stated that the Tongass National Forest should be roadless for a substantial amount of time, in
order to reap the ecological benefits of the designation. 19 years is not a substantial amount of time, so no
changes should take place to the original rule.

Mineral development in any part of the forest will not pay for itself as the United States still is using woefully
outdated General Mining Act. Any money's made from mining development will not be enough to re-establish the
benefits from the forest that were lost.

Lastly, while | understand that development under any of the alternatives still would require case specific
environmental evaluation, no person can predict the future. And, during these documented times of climate

upheaval, it is short sighted to remove large swaths of forested land whose benefit, and climate stabilizing
actions are documented. (Ecosystems (2006) 9: 1051-1065 DOI: 10.1007/s10021-005-0028-3)
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