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Comments: Comments to oppose modification to the Roadless Rule

 

Dear U.S. Forest Service,

 

The Roadless Rule keeps large tracts of old-growth habitat for birds like the Prince of Wales Spruce Grouse and

Northern Goshawk, as well as for mammals like wolves and deer who need this type of environment to thrive.

 

Opening roadless areas to more logging and roads will fragment the forest and eliminate more of the big old

trees that these animals rely on.

 

This is not like cutting a tree down in your back yard, and having another grow in its place. The wildlife that

depend on the areas cut in these large operations will likely disappear. It is a PERMANENT disruption of an

ecosystem that works because of its size and connectivity.

 

All of the action alternatives in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement allow more roadbuilding and logging

across the Tongass National Forest. Logging roads and timber operations cost tens of millions of taxpayer dollars

every year, with zero return on investment.

 

It is time to stop opening more and more acres to the timber industry and instead bolster protections to the old-

growth forests and wild areas on the Tongass.

 

I urge you to select the "No Action" Alternative (Alternative 1) and allow the Roadless Rule to remain intact on the

Tongass National Forest.

 

Sincerely,

 

Deborah Munson

 

Chester, NH 03036
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