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Comments: Fwd: Central Cascades wilderness passes - comment

hi - apparently the email address listed in our local newspaper didn't work (i think because of a line break). i

wonder if other people didn't get their comments heard?

please scroll down to see my comments. thank you.

T. Lee Brown
503 997 0301

Writer &amp;amp; page editor, The Nugget Newspaper
Marketing &amp;amp; Special Ops, Sisters Farmers Market
Partner &amp;amp; educator, Kid Made Camp

Writer &amp;amp; editor, Plazm

Begin forwarded message:

From: RA.dcwashing3.Comments &amp;lt; Comments@usda.gov&amp;gt;

Subject: RE: Central Cascades wilderness passes - comment

Date: October 29, 2019 at 8:34:41 AM PDT

To: T - Tiffany Lee Brown &ampj;lt;tiffany@plazm.com&amp;gt;

This is a curtsey email to let you know that your email did not reach the Forest Service. The email listed in the
article below (comments@usda.gov) belongs to Rural Development, not Forest Service.

Thank you,

Jeanne Jacobs
Chief, Regulation Support Branch 1|Regulations Management Division



Rural Development

United States Department of Agriculture

Phone: (202) 692-0040 | Fax: 1-844-360-6684
www.rd.usda.gov | "Together, America Prospers"

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

From: T - Tiffany Lee Brown &amp;lt;tiffany@plazm.com&amp;gt;

Sent: Wednesday, October 16, 2019 6:23 PM

To: RA.dcwashing3.Comments &amp;lt;Comments@usda.gov&amp;gt;
Subject: Central Cascades wilderness passes - comment

Dear USFS:

| read about the new comment period in The Nugget Newspaper in Sisters. | have sent in emails and letters
during the public comment periods before, and wonder whether anyone at USFS/USDA actually reads them. |
agree that increased usage of the wilderness areas calls for some system to regulate or modify use.

However, any system should take into account the character of the nearby towns. Many local people live here
specifically for access to these public lands, and suddenly losing that access feels unfair. Hikers are not known
for being puffed-up, grandiose folks who think they're above the law, like certain Nevada ranchers and their
followers. But still: why go out of your way to make their lives miserable?

Put in place a system that allows LOCAL PEOPLE who live within say 50 miles of the wilderness first shot at
getting permits. Offer LOCAL PEOPLE 2-3 free permits a year, before opening the permit application system to
everyone else. Offer LOCAL LOW-INCOME FAMILIES additional free access.

Also, do not advertise a permit that costs $4 if it really costs $5 with Reservation.gov fees attached. Make sure
we can purchase permits without those fees at our local ranger stations. Maintaining personal relationships
between USFS employees and locals might be a way to ameliorate the bad feelings that arise. (However, this
also means that USFS employees would have to be genuinely nice to locals, and from what I'm hearing, that is
hardly a given.)

It would also be wise not to use these fees to &amp;quot;improve&amp;quot; trailhead parking by creating more
parking. Wherever there is more parking, there will be more people.

Well, I don't know if you're reading any of this, but those are my comments. | also hope you will place adequate
signage wherever you're expecting people to have permits. Personally, | live close to Three Sisters Wilderness

and probably wander around within the wilderness area without knowing it. (I rarely use trailhead parking.)

Thanks,

T. Lee Brown
503 997 0301

Marketing &amp;amp; Special Ops, Sisters Farmers Market
Writer &amp;amp; page editor, The Nugget Newspaper

Partner &amp;amp; educator, Kid Made Camp



Writer &amp;amp; editor, Plazm

USFS seeks input on wilderness fees

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 11:43 AM

The Deschutes and Willamette National Forests are asking for input on a proposed special recreation permit fee
as a part of the new limited-entry system for day and overnight use in three central Cascades wildernesses. The
limited-entry system will go into effect beginning the summer of 2020. The special recreation permit fee, if
approved, also would go into effect in the summer of 2020.

"We are looking for the public's input on the next steps for managing visitor use in these popular wilderness
areas so we can reduce resource damage and maintain access to these areas for current and future
generations," said Deschutes Forest Supervisor Holly Jewkes.

The central Cascades wildernesses include the Mt. Jefferson, Mt. Washington, Three Sisters, Waldo Lake and
Diamond Peak wildernesses. Increased recreational use is degrading the resources, wilderness character and
recreation experience in these areas. The Willamette and Deschutes National Forests began an environmental
analysis in January 2017 to address these impacts. Following this analysis and public input, the forest officials
decided this past spring to apply a limited-entry system, with the final decision signed on May 10, 2019. The
Willamette and Deschutes National Forests are now seeking authorization through the Federal Lands Recreation
Enhancement Act to charge a special recreation permit fee as a part of the limited-entry system within the three
wildernesses.

The Forest Service has proposed the following structure for the special-use permit fee:

*?No special-use permit fees for youth 12 and under, though each person requires a limited-entry reservation
regardless of age.

*?Day-use permit fee $3 per person (needed at 19 trailheads, no fee 60 trailheads).

*?0vernight permit fee $5 per person, per night (needed at 79 trailheads).

The special recreation permit fee will be required from the Friday before Memorial Day to the last Friday in
September in the Mt. Jefferson, Mt. Washington, and Three Sisters wilderness areas. The special recreation
permits would be available at Recreation.gov.

Limited-entry reservations would include the special recreation permit fee, plus the processing fees charged by
Recreation.gov. The processing fees are currently $1 per person for day use and $6 per overnight group.

Public input will inform the Forest Service's final proposal for the special recreation permit fee structure, how the
fees should be invested, and any concerns or suggestions related to the special recreation permit fee. The public
comment period on the proposal began on October 9, and will end on November 25.

"During the past two years, as we analyzed the management strategies needed to maintain these wilderness
areas, the public shared many concerns and ideas about the fees associated with a limited-entry system," said
Tracy Beck, forest supervisor on the Willamette National Forest. "Now we seek the public's engagement on the
specifics of the fee structure.”

The Forests will review and consider all comments and use them to inform how the proposal may be adjusted.



The final proposal will be presented to two Resource Advisory Committees, one on the east side of the Cascades
and one on the west side of the Cascades. The Resource Advisory Committees will give the Forest Service
recommendations on the fee structure. The regional forester for the Pacific Northwest, Region 6, will make the
final decision.

Under Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act, 80 to 95 percent of the proposed special recreation permit
fees would be invested in wilderness management activities, trail maintenance, visitor education and expanding
work with volunteers and partners within the three wildernesses.

Comments on the special recreation permit fee may be mailed to the Willamette National Forest, ATTN:
Recreation Fees, 3106 Pierce Parkway, Suite D, Springfield, OR, 97477. Comments can also be submitted by
email to WillametteRecFee

Comments@usda.gov or dropped off at any Willamette or Deschutes National Forest office during business
hours.

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.



