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Comments: Reject Ruby Mountains Oil and Gas Leasing

May 24, 2018

Jenna Padilla, U.S. Forest Service

Dear U.S. Forest Service,

I am writing to urge you to deny the U.S. Bureau of Land Management's
request that you open up the Ruby Mountains of the Humboldt-Toiyabe
National Forest to oil and gas leasing.

The Forest Service has absolute discretion to withhold its consent to
federal oil and gas leasing beneath National Forest System lands. The
agency is under no obligation to allow any leasing.

Given the importance of the Ruby Mountains for fish and wildlife, for
outdoor recreation, and for our American heritage of pubic lands,
leasing in the Ruby Mountains is a terrible idea.

The fact that the Rubies are the source of water for the nearby Ruby

Lake National Wildlife Refuge raises serious concerns that any future
oil and gas development will pose unacceptable risks to surface and

groundwater.

There is no need to lease the Ruby Mountains. Right now, there is
barely any oil and gas production in the State of Nevada and all
leasing appears to be completely speculative. | urge the Forest Service
not to allow our public lands to be used to fuel industry speculation.

Please, reject any and all oil and gas leasing in the Ruby Mountains of
the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest.

This, like numerous other issues (climate change, food labeling, gun
safety, immigration reform, prison reform, education reform, short-term
lending regulation, healthcare reform, banking regulation, opioid
regulation) remains a vexing problem primarily due to corporations'
ability to curry favor with elected officials. The corrupting

influence of money in our political system is undermining our
democratic traditions and discouraging Americans from voting and/or
running for office. This ominous development may well end our
experiment in representative democracy unless we alter this
decades-long trend. For the sake of the republic, we must amend the US
Constitution to state that corporations are not people (and do not have
constitutional rights) and money is not speech (and thus can be



regulated by state and/or federal campaign finance laws). Short of
accomplishing this, no other reform of significance will be achieved.
The moneyed interests will turn any reform to their benefit, often at
the expense of the nation as a whole.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dr. James Klein

3501 Monterrey St.
Corpus Christi, TX 78411
(361) 334-3908
jeklein64@yahoo.com



