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Comments: Tell the Forest Service to Protect Wildlife

 

 

May 29, 2018

 

GMUG Plan Revision Team

 

Dear Revision Team,

 

I am an advocate for conserving America's public lands. I urge the

Forest Service to include strong protections for wildlife, wildlands,

and water in the revised management plan for the Grand Mesa,

Uncompahgre, and Gunnison national forests.

 

Many at-risk species depend on these forests. They provide key habitat

for the Canada lynx and Gunnison sage-grouse, which are both threatened

species under the Endangered Species Act. Canada lynx need large areas

of connected habitat and safeguards from threats such as logging. Oil

and gas development should be avoided in Gunnison sage-grouse habitat.

Other vulnerable species that need strict management standards and

guidelines include the river otter, Gunnison's prairie dog, American

white pelican, bald eagle, boreal owl, northern goshawk, Colorado River

cutthroat trout, other animals, and many plants.

 

One of the best ways to protect wildlife and plants in our national

forests is to designate special areas dedicated to conservation. This

is why I support the Citizens' Wilderness Proposal. The Proposal would

provide important management direction for essential places on the

forest for at-risk species.

 

I encourage the GMUG Plan Revision Team to develop and adopt a

management plan alternative that maximizes conservation for the

wildlife that depend on these forests and their habitat.

 

This, like numerous other issues (climate change, food labeling, gun

safety, immigration reform, prison reform, education reform, short-term

lending regulation, healthcare reform, banking regulation, opioid

regulation) remains a vexing problem primarily due to corporations'

ability to curry favor with elected officials.  The corrupting

influence of money in our political system is undermining our

democratic traditions and discouraging Americans from voting and/or

running for office.  This ominous development may well end our

experiment in representative democracy unless we alter this

decades-long trend.  For the sake of the republic, we must amend the US

Constitution to state that corporations are not people (and do not have

constitutional rights) and money is not speech (and thus can be



regulated by state and/or federal campaign finance laws).  Short of

accomplishing this, no other reform of significance will be achieved.

The moneyed interests will turn any reform to their benefit, often at

the expense of the nation as a whole.

 

Sincerely,

 

Dr. James Klein

3501 Monterrey St

Corpus Christi, TX 78411-1709

(361) 334-3908

jeklein64@yahoo.com

 

 

 

 


