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Comments: The inability of the Forest Service to thin forests due to overly cumbersome and lengthy

environmental processes, increasing frivolous lawsuits filed by certain litigious environmental activist , and a lack

of sufficient agency focus on this challenge has led to nearly 60 million acres that are at high risk of deadly and

catastrophic forest fires that endanger communities, hurt local economies, destroy land and water quality and

release massive amounts of emissions into the atmosphere. the causes of catastrophic wildfire are complex of

old trees, dead bushes, etc, the status quo of inaction has exacerbated present forest conditions, which now

present a great risk to both communities and the environment. If managed wisely, and remove the environmental

activists , America's national forests can provide clean water, wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, and

abundant domestic supplies of wood products and support rural communities and thousands of jobs in the timber

industry. Unfortunately, this year's wildfire season like recent past wildfire seasons, produced several

catastrophic fires that have destroyed more than 9 million acres, resulting in the tragic loss of life and property. In

many cases, however, it's possible to reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire through proactive, healthy forest

management. While factors such as prolonged drought continue to raise the risk of wildfire, it is imperative that

the federal government actively address the one issue within its control: hazardous fuels. Unnatural, overgrown,

and unhealthy forests increase the risk and intensity of wildfires. Active management; e.g., thinning the forests,

helps protect and restore forests while also helping local economies, and creating jobs. Congress should require

the costs and benefits of a proposed forest project be weighed against the costs and benefits of doing nothing to

address wildfire threats, disease and insect infestation, and their impacts on local water supply, air quality and

wildlife habitat. The choice not to manage the forest is a management decision that directly impacts public health.

Additionally, the USFS should expedite regulatory analyses for timber salvage after major wildfires and other

natural disasters. This will provide the USFS with some of the revenue it needs to execute critical and time-

sensitive post-fire reforestation work. improving forest health and reducing wildfire risk, increased active

management will generate more revenue for the federal treasury and the critical services provided by counties,

and promote job creation and economic growth in counties across the nation. a market-driven approach to forest

management projects can work to achieve both forest management goals and increased forest production. The

Equal Access to Justice Act (EAJA) must be reformed to ensure litigants are not able to exploit the law, and

avoid legal caps on attorney's fees. EAJA's original intention was to compensate small business and individuals

who do not have the financial means to challenge federal actions in court. ...LOOP HOLE; non-profit

organizations are not subject to limitations. Additionally, some litigants suing to stop land management projects

have successfully argued their expertise is specialized, and therefore not subject to the cap. EAJA should be

reformed to prevent this abuse of a system designed to protect the vulnerable.


