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Comments: Snowfall reached record levels in 2009-10 and 2010-11 in some eastern US locations and  also in a

few western locations in 2010-11. , indicating, again, that natural, unforced variability of Mother Nature explains

the events. Specifically, they wanted to know if human-induced global warming could have caused the

snowstorms due to the fact that a warmer atmosphere holds more water vapor. The CSI Team's analysis

indicates that's not likely. They found no evidence  no human "fingerprints"  to implicate our involvement in the

snowstorms. If global warming was the culprit, the team  would have expected to find a gradual increase in heavy

snowstorms in the mid-Atlantic region as temperatures rose during the past century. But historical analysis

revealed no such increase in snowfall. snowfall records of the Sierra  Nevada mountains of California from the

earliest records from the Southern Pacific Railroad beginning in 1878. Long-term trends in snowfall (and thus

water resources) in this part of California are essentially zero, indicating no change in this valuable resource to

the state (Christy and Hnilo, 2010, Christy 2012.)The most recent 130 years is simply our current era's small

sample of the long history of climate. To put it another way, a  large percentage of the worst extremes over the

period 1880 to 2100 will occur after 2011  simply by statistical probability without any appeal to human forcing at

all. Climatologists realize that the period of time over which we have had instruments to  measure the climate

(130 years) is very brief compared to the history of the current  10,000-year interglacial period. Taking a look at

the larger picture shows the capability of Mother Nature to produce extreme situations.

 


