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Dear Supervisor Erickson and the CGNF Forest Plan Revision Team

 

When reading  about the outrageous decimation of bison in the 1800s I often wonder what I, as a US citizen,

could have done to stop the cruel, senseless slaughter. With respect to the current kill mentality toward bison that

is more than a hundred years overdue to end, I ask myself the same question. Rather than stand between the

bullets and the bison I am choosing to write in support of Buffalo Field Campaign's evaluation of the Custer

Gallatin's Draft Assessment. I agree there is a need to change the Forest Plan to identify wild buffalo as a

Species of Conservation Concern and Focal Species. The U.S.'s national mammal deserves the best protection

possible from those who would harm it. 

 

I support the Regional Forester identifying wild buffalo as a Species of Conservation Concern on the Custer

Gallatin National Forest.

 

Please review the best available scientific information that qualifies wild buffalo for the list of Species of

Conservation Concern to be decided by the Regional Forester.  There is substantial concern among the public

about the viability and future of wild buffalo in the Yellowstone ecosystem.  Habitat on our National Forests is

critical to ensuring the persistence of this beloved migratory species.

 

I also support the Custer Gallatin identifying wild buffalo as a Focal Species on the Custer Gallatin National

Forest.

 

Please review the best available scientific information that supports identifying wild buffalo as a Focal Species in

the Custer Gallatin Forest Plan.  Wild buffalo are a keystone species, and ecological engineers that shape

grassland diversity and provide habitat for many plant and animal species that the U.S. Congress requires you

protect.

 

The best available scientific information and public concern for wild buffalo support changing the Forest Plan to

list wild buffalo as a Species of Conservation Concern and Focal Species on the Custer Gallatin National Forest.

It's time for the Custer Gallatin to do more for wild buffalo on our National Forests.

 

 

kay bushnell

775 northampton

palo alto, CA 94303

 

 


