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RE; Ravalli County Comments on the Bitterroot Front Draft Environmental
Assessment (EA)

Dear Matt,

The Board of Ravalli County Commissioners (BCC) would like to thank you and project team for
your collaborative efforts on developing the Bitterroot Front Project. We look forward to working
with you on the implementation of this project.

The Bitterroot National Forest (BNF) contains five of the 250 highest-risk fire sheds in the nation;
four of these are in the Bitterroot Front project area. The Montana State Forest Action Plan has
identified the area as having high wildfire risk to communities and infrastructure and significant
forest health concems. Based on the immediate threat to public health and safety from wildfire
risk, the Ravalli County Commissioners fully support the use of the emergency authority for this
project.

The Ravalli County Commissioners support the purpose of the project:

1) Reduce fire behavior and intensity by reducing the fuel quantity, modifying the
arrangement of the fiiels, and reducing the current and future wildfire risk to people, private
lands, and resource values.

2) Improve forest landscape health and resilience by reducing the risk or extent of, or
increasing resilience to, insect and disease infestation.






