Kennedy, Kathy - FS, WY

From: FS-Comments-Bighorn

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2023 9:56 AM

To: Kennedy, Kathy - FS, WY

Subject: FW: [External Email]ln Support Of Pole Creek Nordic Trails

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Sara Evans Kirol (she/her)
Public Affairs Specialist

R2 Leave No Trace Coordinator
Partnership Coordinator

Forest Service
Bighorn National Forest

p: 307-674-2692
c: 307-683-7019
f: 307-674-2668
Sara.Kirol@usda.gov

2013 Eastside 2nd St.
Sheridan, WY 82801
www _fs fed.us

wi;

Caring for the land and serving people

From: Jordan Aibel

Sent: Monday, February 20, 2023 3:56 PM

To: FS-Comments-Bighorn <comments-bighorn@usda.gov>
Cc: Charlotte Walter

Subject: [External Email]ln Support Of Pole Creek Nordic Trails

[External Email]

If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic;
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments.

Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov

USFS Staff -

Good afternoon. My name is Jordan Aibel, and I am a resident of Sheridan, WY. I am writing to
comment on the Pole Creek Vegetation Management Project.

I am an avid snowshoer, and a regular user of Pole Creek's nordic trail system. As such, I am
concerned about the vegetation management project's potential impact on the trails. I come
down from Sheridan through Buffalo to Pole Creek several times each winter specifically to enjoy
the trail system. The densely forested nature of the trails, combined with the gently rolling hills,
makes for a near-perfect snowshoe experience. The thousands upon thousands of volunteer
hours that have gone into crafting and maintaining the trail system over the years is evident.
Every time I visit, I see multiple other snowshoers and cross country skiers enjoying the trails.
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And multiple times I have brought out-of-town guests to Pole Creek to snowshoe (each time
stopping to eat in Buffalo on the way home).

I am concerned that the Vegetation Management Project may negatively impact the trails to the
point that they are no longer usable. Without adequate surrounding foliage, the trails risk
getting windswept, and would lose much of their appeal. It would certainly discourage me from
making the trip down from Sheridan, and make me more inclined to use the trails off of HWY 14
more often instead. As such, I hope that you develop and refine the project plan in such a way
that leaves the trail system untouched.

Thank you in advance for considering my comment, and I would welcome the opportunity to
both receive updates and provide additional comments as the project planning progresses. My
best,

Jordan Z. Aibel





