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A Fatal Prescription: Nil Nocere!

I object to the Santa Fe National Forest final EA 'findings of no significant impact' (FONSI) for the
proposed Santa Fe Mountains Landscape Resiliency Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?
project=55088)

Given that I submitted comments throughout the NEPA process in July 2019 for the Scoping document
and October 2021 for the Draft EA (see embedded), I understand that I have standing to object. I've
consistently commented that a full EIS is necessary to address the breadth and complexity of sustaining
healthy ecosystems.

The COSTS of USFS policies greatly Outweigh the Benefits and the NEPA process must account for ALL
social, environmental and economic cumulative impacts. The draft EA FONSI determination for the Santa
Fe National Forest is flawed and must be reevaluated in a full EIS in light of recent uncontrolled
prescribed burns and current complex scientific data on climate change increasing droughts and severe
rainstorms causing erosion.

The Draft EA did not adequately address the scale and complexity of intense fires destroying organic
matter in soil, increased severity of rain causing erosion of topsoil, degraded water quality resulting in
permanently changing the landscape from woodlands to grasslands. My previous comments on the draft
EA further described why the EA is flawed
including:

"USFS has not provided adequate cost-benefit analyses with alternatives 
that include impacts to climate change, increases in carbon emissions from 
prescribed burns, use of herbicides, degraded water quality due to the 
prescribed burns from chemicals, erosion, and more impacts."

Another major concern is the scale of proposed prescribed burning of 28,000 acres needs to be
addressed. Only a through EIS alternatives with significant public involvement and extensive up-to-date
science will be able to resolve these challenging issues.

It appears obvious that uncontrolled prescribed burns have become catastrophes including the current
Las Dispensas/Hermits Peak fire in Las Vegas, New Mexico and previously the Cerro Grande fire in Los
Alamos, New Mexico in 2000. According to the Government Accountability Office report (GAO,
https://www.gao.gov/assets/t-rced-00-273.pdf)
"The Cerro Grande fire exposed policy implementation issues that need to be addressed for managing
prescribed fires. Most of the issues involved procedural gaps or a lack of clarity about how policies are to
be implemented. These issues affected both the planning and implementation of the burn."

Why didn't the USFS adequately heed GAO's warning that have allowed numerous uncontrolled
'prescribed' burns? USFS proven malfeasance that they cannot control prescribed burning shows they
have become the ARSONIST no matter what good intentions they may have had originally. 

Change happens! Medical doctors and drug companies are being forced to STOP PRESCRIBING









I have asthma and know many citizens of Santa Fe are complaining about
current fires and the health effects (whereas the equally impacted wildlife
cannot). I personally am severely affected as are many people I know by the
smoke and the toxic chemicals that are in the air when prescribed burns are
being conducted.

This year, 2019 has been especially difficult as the USFS has extended
prescribed
burns and managed burns into July. These burns are becoming larger and
larger and smoke from burns from other US Forest Service areas of New
Mexico are reaching Santa Fe. People with Chemical Sensitivities, Asthma,
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD), Emphysema, Heart disease
and other serious health and respiratory disorders are being made extremely ill
from all the smoke. Our children and the elderly are especially affected. Santa
Fe has a large population of elderly and retired people.

It appears the US Forest Service does not consider smoke from the prescribed
burns to be a public health hazard. It is time to wake up to this fact. This smoke
is literally life threatening for many people.

Please take into consideration all the impacts of this Santa Fe Mountains
Resiliency Project. Please consider the health of the people and animals.
Please extend the deadline for public comments. Please provide an
Environmental Impact Statement."




