
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

 
 

BRING INVENTORIED ROADLESS AREAS IN IDAHO BACK UNDER THE  
SAME PROTECTION AS INVENTORIED ROADLESS AREAS NATIONWIDE 

 
National inventoried roadless areas in Idaho are managed under the Idaho Roadless Rule (Idaho 
Rule), which is based on logging rather than science. The Idaho Rule permits cutting, selling, and 
removing timber from Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs) purportedly to reduce “uncharacteristic 
wildland fire effects” or reduce “hazardous fuel conditions” near a community. Scientific findings 
demonstrate the following:  
 

* Severe forest fires have been part of the Rocky Mountain fire regime for the last several 
hundred years; severe, stand-replacing fires are not “uncharacteristic” to national forests in 
Idaho, and are primarily driven by climate and weather, not fuels.1 

* Cutting, selling, and removing trees in some cases can increase severe fire risk.2 
* Protecting private property from wildfire loss means treating the 130 feet immediately 

surrounding the structure; ignitable structures can be lost in even low-severity wildfires.3 
* Cutting and removing trees contributes far more carbon emissions than wildfire, thus 

contributing to global warming and the climate that drive severe fires.4 
* To effectively mitigate worse impacts of climate change, a growing scientific consensus 

observes that we must “substantially increase protection our native forests in order to absorb 
more CO2 from the atmosphere and store more, not less, carbon in our forests.”5  

 
The Idaho Rule has permissive exceptions for cutting, selling, and removing timber in federal 
inventoried roadless areas. The Idaho Rule permits expansive and discretionary logging in over seven 
million acres of national-forest IRAs, not limited to tree size or amount. The Idaho Rule has absolutely 
no restrictions for logging 405,900 acres of the nation’s IRAs.6  
 
The logging impacts of the Idaho Roadless Rule have far exceeded Forest Service projections. In 
the 2008 environmental impact statement for the Idaho Rule, the Forest Service projected the Idaho Rule 
would allow approximately 15,000 acres of logging in national-forest IRAs over the next 15 years. In 
2020, the rule had been in place for 12 years, and the Forest Service’s own records total 86,000 acres of 
national IRAs in Idaho where the agency has already approved or is considering logging projects. 7  
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