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Kim,
 
Here is all the info I can find on Granny’s Branch with regard to the information being requested by
Heartwood.  I have checked the dates with Kevin Beck and the District.  Yellow is everything for the
FOIA.
 
The events occurred as follows with regard to the Granny’s Branch Unit (aka Group One Project Unit
18 or Granny’s Branch Sale Unit 1).  (This unit is referred to as Harvest Unit 18 of the Granny’s
Branch Sale within the Group One Project in the Soil and Water Report).
 

1.       Purchasers seeded and mulched the unit in summer 2017 but the seed did not take due
to lack of rain.

2.       Jon Walker and I were informed of the excess and steep skid trails in Granny’s Branch
unit in July of 2017.

3.       Jon Walker and I visited the site with Kevin Beck and District Personnel in July of 2017. 
At that time we saw exposed soil but no landslide. 

4.       At that field visit we decided to lay back the cut slopes and re-seed and re-straw the
areas of exposed soil using NFVW funds (federally allocated funds for vegetation and
watershed).

5.       $2,000 was allocated to the Redbird District out of NFVW in FY2018 (our FY runs from
October through September).  This money was for a gate, gate installation, and seed and
straw for Granny’s Branch.

6.       The gate is currently being manufactured and has not been installed.  There was a
temporary gate in place during harvest operations.

7.       NFVW was charged $377 in FY19 by the Redbird District to lime, fertilize, seed, and
mulch exposed soil.

8.       District personnel limed, fertilized, seeded, and mulched all exposed soil in the unit in
April 2019.

9.       The Soil and Water Specialist Report for the South Redbird EA includes information
about the Granny’s Branch unit on p. 13, August 2019.

10.   Received Heartwood comment letter, through which we became aware of the landslide
in Granny’s Branch unit, December 2019.

11.   In January 2020 SO and District Personnel went to the field to investigate units and
issues mentioned in the Heartwood Comment Letter.  This is when FS personnel first saw
the landslide in Granny’s Branch.

12.   Additional analysis was done via GIS and included as an addendum to the original South
Redbird Soil and Water Report, January 2020.
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I indicated the location of the landslide in the Addendum to the Soil and Water Report on p. 27.
 
Let me know if you have questions.  I have also included a pdf of my field notes.
 
Claudia
 
 

Claudia Cotton, Ph.D. 
Forest Soil Scientist

Forest Service
Daniel Boone National Forest
p: 859-745-3115 
claudia.cotton@usda.gov

1700 Bypass Road
Winchester, KY 40391
www.fs.fed.us 

Caring for the land and serving people
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